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IF ye know theſe things, lays our bleſſed 

Lord, happy are ye if ye do them, The 
knowledge of Goſpel-truths is a mercy for 
which we can never be ſufficiently thankful : 
For, prophets and righteous men delired to 
ſee the things which we ſee, and were not 
favoured with the glorious Revelation ; an- 
gels pry into this myſtery of love, (1 Pet. i. 
12.) and cannot diſcover its length, and 
breadth, and depth, and height. But, it is 
certain, the more light: we enjoy, the greater 
will our condemnation be, exccpiing our 
tempers and lives ate according to the Got- 
pel of Chriſt. 

The Editor of the following excellent Re- 
SOLUTIONS perceives, with grief, that too 
many profeſſors of Chriſtianity in this day are 
loling time, by contending about technical 
terms, modes of worſhip, and men's cha- 
racters; and he, being perſuaded that all 
agree in this important truth, Without Loti- 
neſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord, ſtrongly recom- 
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CHRISTIAN RESOLUTIONS. 


3 obedience without faith is impoſſible, ſo” 


faith without obedience is vain and unpro-* 
fitable : For as the body, ſays St. James, 


without the ſpirit is dead, ſo faith without works 1s" 
dead alſo, James 4i. 26. Having therefore, I hope, 


laid a ture foundation, by reſolving what, and how, 
to believe, 1 ſhall now, by the grace of God, re- 
ſolve fo to order my converſation, in all circum-* 
ſtances and conditions of life, as to raiſe a good 
ſuperſtructure upon it, and to finiſh the work God: 
has given me to do; i. e. fo to love and pleaſe God: 
in this world, as to enjoy and be happy with him 
for cver in the next, And it is abſolutely neceflary, 
that | ſhould be ſpeedy and ſerious in theſe reſolu- 
tions; eſpecially when I reflect with myſelf, how 
much of my time J have already fpent upon the va- 
nities and follies of youth, and how much enhan- 
ced and increaſed this work, by acquired guilt, by 
ſetiled and repeated habits of fin, which are not 
without great difficulty to be removed. My heart, 


alas! is now more hardened in iniquity, more - 
puffed with pride, and more -averſe rem God, 
than when I firſt entered into covenant with him; 
and I have added many actual fins and provocations 


tomy original guilt, and pollution : Inftead of glo- 


rifying God, I have diſhonoured him; and, inſtead 
of working out my own falvation, I have taken * 


pleafure and delight in ſuch things, as would, ia 
che end, be my ruin and deſtruction. So tHat be- 
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I am reſolued, by the Grace of God, to wall by Rule; 
and therefore think it neceſſary to reſolve upon the 
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fore I can be able to make any in the du- 
ties of religion, or walk in tie paths that lead to 
life, I muſt firſt be freed and diſentangled from 


theſe weights and incumbrances that clog and retard: 


me in my ſpiritual courſe; I muſt have my heart 


cleanſed and ſoftened, humbled and converted to 
God, and all my tranſgreflions purged and par- 
doned by the merits of my Redeemer. And then 


being fully perſuaded, that there is no way for me 
to come to the joys of heaven, but by walking ac- 


cording to the ſtricteſt rules of holineſs upon earth, 


I muſt endeavour for the future, by a thorough 


change and reformation of my life, to act in con- 


formity to the divine will and pleafure in all things, 


and perfect holineſs in the fear of the LoRD: For 
the Moſt High has told me in his word, that with-- 
out holineſs on.man ſhall fee the Lord. | 

In order, therefore, to qualify myſelf for this 


happineſs, it will be neceſſary for me to ſettle firm 


and ſteady reſolutions; to fulfil my duty, in all 
the ſeveral branches of it, to God, my neighbour, 


and myſelf; and to take care theſe reſolutions be 


put in practice, according to the following. method. 


RESOLUTLION.I 


Rules to walk by. 


ND this rather, becauſe Iperceive the want of 


ſuch rules has been the occafion of all, or 
moſt of my miſcarriages. For, what other reaſon 


can I aſſign to myſelf, for having trifled and ſinned 
away ſo much time, as I have done in my younger 
years, but becauſe I did not thoroughly reſolve to 


ſpend it better? What is the reaſon, 1 have hither: 
to lived fo unſerviceably to God, fo unprofitably 
to others, and ſo finfully againſt my own ſoul; but 


bccauſe I did not apply myſelf with that ſincerity 
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of reſolution, diligence, and circumſpection, as a 
wife man ought to have done, to difcharge my duty 


* 


in theſe particulars ? I have, indeed, often reſolveti 


to bid adieu to my. fins and. follies, and to enter 


upon a new courſe of life; but theſe: reſolutions 


being. not rightly formed upon ſteady principles, 


the firſt temptation made way for a relapſe, and 


the ſame bait that firſt allured me, has: ne ſooner 

deen thrown in my way, but I have been as ready 
to catch at it again, and as greedy to ſwallow it as 

ever. At other times, L have acted without any 
thought or refolution at all; and then, though 
ſome of my actions might be good in themſelves, 
yet being done by chance, and without any true 

deſign or intention, they could not be imputed to- 
me as, good, but rather the quite contrary: 80 
that, in this reſpect, the want of reſolution has not 
only been the occafion of my ſinfuł actions, but 

the corruption of my good ones too. And ſhall I 

ſill go on in this looſe and careleſs manner, as 
have formerly done ? No, I now refolve with my- 

ſelf, in the preſence of the Moſt High and Eternal 

God, not only in general, to walk by rule, but to 

hx the rule I deſign to walk by; ſo that, in all my 

thoughts, and words, and attions, in alt- places, 
companies, relations, and conditions, I may ſtill 

have a ſure guide at hand to direct me, ſuch a 
one as*I can ſafely depend upon without any dan- 

ger of being deceived, or milled ; i. e. the holy 

Scripture, And therefore, 


— 


RESOLUTION II. 


am reſolved, by the Grace of God, to make the Di- 
vine Word the Rule of all the Rules I propoſe to my- 
fl. EE A * 


all that is good, ſo there is nothing deſerves 
that name, but what is agreeable and conformable _ 
| | thereto : 
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©. thereto: And this will being pings revealed and 
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eontained in the holy Scripture, it will be neceſſa - 
for me in directing my courſe over the ocean of 


this world, that I ſhould fix my eye continually up- 
on this ſtar, ſteer by this compaſs, and make it the 
only land-mark; by which I am to be guided to my 
wiſhed-for haven. 


I muſt not therefore have re- 
courſe to the inward workings of my own roving 
fancy; or the corrupt dictates of my own carnal rea- 


| ſon}: Theſe are but blind guides, and will certainly 


lead me into the ditch of errour, hereſy, and irre- 
ligion,, which in theſe our ſelf-admiring days, ſo 
many poor ſouls have been plunged in. Alas! 
how many hath the impetuous torrent of blind zeal 
and erroneons conſcience, born down into a will- 
worſhip, and voluntary ſubjection of themſelves to 
the ſpurious offspring of their own deluded fancies! 
If the light that is within them doth but dictate a- 
ny thing 
doth but take them, that they muſt do thus or 


thus, they preſently ſct.about it, without ever con- 
ſulting the ſacred writings, to fee whether it is ac- 


ceptable to God, or diſpleaſing to him. Whereas; 
for my own part, IænOw not how any thing ſhould 


be worthy of God's accepting, that is not of God's 


commanding. I am ſure the word of God is the 


good old way that will certainly bring me to my Fa- 


ther's houſe; for how ſhould that way but lead to 
heaven, which Truth itſelf has chalked out for me! 
Not as if this was neceſſary, that every one of my 
reſolutions ſhould be contained, word for word, in 
the holy Scripture; it is ſufficient that they be 
Implied in, and agreeable thereto. So, that, though 
the manner of my-expreflions may not be found in 


the word of God, yet the matter of my reſolutions 
may be clearly drawn from thence. —but let me 
dive a little into the depth of -my. ſinful heart! 


What is the reaſon of my thus reſolving upon 


ſuch an exact conformity to the will and wor 55 5 
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CHRISTIAN RESOLUTIONS: „ 


God ? Is it to work my way to heaven with my 
own hands'? to purchaſe an inheritance. in the land 
of Canaan, with the price of my on holineſs and 
religion? or to ſwim over the ocean of this world, 
into the haven of happineſs, upon the empty blad- 
ders of my own reſolutions? No. 1 


RESOLUTION III. 

I am reſolved, that as I am not able to think or do any 
thing that is good, without the Influence of the Di- 
vine Grace; ſo I will not pretend to merit any fa- 
wour from God, upon account of any thing 1 do for 
his Glory and Service. 


ND, indeed, I may very well put this reſolu- 
tion amongſt the reſt; for ſhould I refolve to 
perform my reſolutions by mine own ſtrength, I 
might as well reſolve never to perſorm them at all: 
For truth itſelf, and mine own woful experience 
hath' convinced me, that J am not able, of myſelf, 
ſo much as to think a good thought: And how, 
then, ſhall I be able, of myſelf, to reſolve upon 
rules of holinefs according to the Word of God, 
or to order my converſation according to theſe re- 
ſolutions, without the concurrence of the divine 
grace? Alas! ſhould the great God be pleaſed to 
leave me to myſelf to reſolve upon what is agreea- 
ble to my corrupt nature, what ſtrange kind of re- 
folutions ſhould I make? what ſhould I reſolve 
upon? certainly, only nothing but to gratify my 
carnal appetite with ſenſual and finful pleaſures, to 
indulge myſelf in riot and excels, to ſpend my time, 
and ravel out my parts and talents, in the ravels of 
ſin and vanity. But now, 10 live faberlf, righteoufly 
and godly in this preſent world, to deny my own 
will, that I may fulfil the will of God; alas ! fuch: 
reſolutions as theſe would never fo much as come 
mo my thoughts, much leſs would they diſeover 


But,, 
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re _ CHRISTIAN RESOLUTIONS. 
But, ſuppoſe TT ſhould be able to make good 


reſolutions, and fulfil them exactly in my life and 
actions; yet, what ſhould I do more than my duty? 
And what ſhould I be eſteemed of for doing that 
Alas! this is ſo far from puffing me up, that I an 
verily perſuaded, ſhould 1 ſpend all. my time, my 
parts, myſtrength, my gifts, for God, and all myeſtate 


upon the poor; ſhould'T water my couch continu- 


ally with my tears, and faſt my body into a ſkeleton; 
ſhould I employ each moment of my life in the 
immediate worſhip of my glorious Creator ; fo that 
all my actions, from my birth to my death, ſhould 


Be but one continued act of holineſs and obedience; 


in a word, ſhould I live like an angel in heaven, 
and dic like a ſaint on earth, yet I knew no truer, 
nor ſhould I defire any; better epitaph to be engra- 
ven upon my tomb than this, Here lies an unpro- 
fitable ſervant.” No, no; it is Chriſt, and Chriſt 
alone that my. ſoul muſt ſupport itſelf upon. Its 
holineſs, indeed, that is the way; to heaven; but 
there is none; none but Chriſt can lead me to it. As: 
the worſt of my ſins are pardonable by Chriſt, ſo 
are the beſt of my duties nothing worth without 
him. ' . | | 


But if ſo, then, whither tend my reſolutions! 


Why ſo ſtrict, ſo circumſpect a converſation ! Why, 
it is to juftify-that faith before others, and mine 
own conſcience, which, I hope; through Chriſt, 
ſhall juſtify my foul. before God. And I believe 
farther, that the holier I live here, the happier! 
ſhall live hereafter ; for though I ſhall not be ſaved 
for my works, yet, I believe, I thall be ſaved ACCOre 
ing to them. And thus, as I dare not expect t 


be faved by the performance of my reſolutions wich. 


out Chriſt's merit, ſo neither do I ever expect 10 
be enabled to perform my reſolutions, without Bs 
ſpirit aſſiſting me therein, 


No: It is thyſelf, my God and my guide, that 
+I wholly and ſolely depend upon! Oh! for thine 
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« own ſake, for thy Son's: ſake, and for thy pro- 
« miſe ſake, do thou both make me to know what 


thou wouldſt have me to do, and then help me to 
do what thou wouldſt have me to know ! Teach 
me firſt what to reſolve upon, and then enable 
me to perform my reſolutions ; that I may walk 
with thee in the ways of holineſs here, and reſt 
with thee in the joys of happineſs hereafter !? 


Concerning my Converſation in general. 


JJ 4viog thus far determined in general to form 


reſolutions for the better regulating of my life, 
1 muſt now deſcend to particulars, and ſettle ſome 


rules with myſelf, to reſolve my future .life and 
converfation wholly into holineſs and religion. I 
know, this is achard taſk to do ; but I am ſure, it 
is no more than what my God and my Father has 
let me; why therefore ſhould I think much to do 
it? Shall I grudge to ſpend my life for him, who 
did not grudge to ſpend his own blood for me! 
Shall not I fo live, that he may be glorified here 


on earth, who died that I might be glovified in 


heaven! eſpecially conſidering, that if my whole 
lite could be ſublimated into holineſs, and moulded 
into an exact conformity unto the will of the Moſt 
High, I ſhould be happy beyond expreſſion. Oh 
what a heaven ſhould I then have on earth ! What 
raviſhments of love and joy would my ſoul be con- 
tinually poſſeſſed with! Well; I am reſolved by the 
grace of God, to try; and to that end, do, this 
morning, wholly ſequeſter, and ſet myſelf apart 
tor God, reſolving, by the aſſiſtance of his grace, 
to make all and every thought, word, and action, 
to pay their tribute unto him. Let this man mind 


his profit; a ſecond, his pleaſures; a third, his 


honours; a fourth himſelf, and all their fins ; I 
| | | am 
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42 "CHRISTIAN RESOLUTIONS. 
am reſolyed to mind and ſerve my God, fo as U 


make him the Alpha and Omega, the firſt andthe 


laſt of my whole life. And, that I may alway; 
have an exact copy before me, to write and frame 
every letter of this my life by; | 


RESOLUTION I. 


Tam reſolved, by the Grace of Cod, to make Chrif 
the Pattern f my Life here, that ſo Chriſt may te 
the Portion of my Soul hereafter, 


LEI the whole world go whither it will, I am 
2-1 reſolved to walk in the ſteps that my. Saviour 
went in before me : I ſhall endeavour in all place 
I come into, in all companies I converſe with, in 
all the duties J undertake, in all the miſeries I un- 
dergo, ſtill to behave myſelf as my Saviour would 
do, was he in my place. So that whereſoever ! 
am, or whatſoever I am about, I ſhall ſtill put this 
queſtion to myſelf, Would my Saviour go hither! 
Would he do this or that? And, every morning, 
conſider with myſelf, ſuppoſe my Saviour was in 
my ſtead, had my buſineſs to do, how would he 
.demean himſelf this day? How meek and lowly 
would he be in his carriage and deportment ? How 
circumſpect in his walking? How ſavoury in his 
diſcourſe ? How heavenly in all, even his earthly 
enjoyments ? Well; and J am reſolved, by ſtrength 


from himſelf, to follow him as near as poſſible, 1 


know, I can-never hope perfectly to tranſcribe this 
copy, but I muſt endeavour to imitate it in the beſt 
manner] can, that ſo by doing as he did in time, 
T may be where he is to all eternity. But, alas! his 
life was ſpiritual, and I am carnal, fold under fin; 
and every petty object that doth but pleaſe my ſen. 
ſes, will be apt to divert and draw away my foul 
from following his fteps. In order, therefore, t0 
prevent this, e 
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Jam reſolved, by the Grace of GOD, to walk by Faith, 

and not by Sight, on Earth, that jo 1 may live by 


Sight, and not by Faith, in Heaven. 


vanities, ſo as to ſtep out of the xoad of holineſs to 


catch at, or delight myſelf in them, is only becauſe- 


look upon them with an eye of ſenſe. For could 


| brhold every thing with the eye of faith, I ſhould 


judge of them, not as they ſeem to me, but as they 
are in themſelves, vanity and vexation of ſpirit, 


For, faith has a quick and PrP eye, that can 
U 


look through the outward ſuperficies, into the in- 


ward eſſence of things. It can look through the 
pleaſing bait to the hidden hook, view the ſting as 
ſting puniſhment, as 


well as the honey, the everly 


well as the temporal contentment there is in fin. It 
is, as the Apoſtle very well defines it, the ſubſtance - 
of things hoped for, and the guidence of things not 


ſcen, Heb. xi. 1. It is the ſubſtance of whatſoever 
is promited by God to me, or expected by me from 


him: So that, by fajth, whatſoever I hope for in 


heaven, I may have the ſubſtance of upon earth: 


And it is the evidence of things not ſeen, the pre- 
| ſence of what is abſent, the clear demonſtration of 


what would otherwiſe ſeem impoſſible ; ſo chat 1 
can clearly diſcern, as through a proſpective, hid- 


den things, and things afar off, as if they were o. 
be deepeſt 
myſterjes, as fully revealed, and ſee heaven and 


pen, and juſt at hand; I can look into t 


eternity as juſt ready to receive me. 


And, Oh, could I but always look through this 
glaſs, and be. conſtantly. upon the mount, taking a 
b B 5 view 


ND truly, this "reſolution is fo neceſſary to the 
performance of all the reſt, that without it 1 
can do nothing, with it I can do every thing that 

is required, The reaſon why I am fo much taken 
with the garniſh and ſeeming beauty of this world's 
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view of the land of Canaan, what dreams and ſha- 
dows would all things here below appear to be ? 
Well, by the grace of God, I am reſolved no long- 


er to tie myſelf to ſenſe and fight, the ſordid and 


trifling affairs of this life, but always to walk as 


one of the other world; to behave myſelf in al! 
places, and at all times, as one already poſſeſſed of 


my inheritance, and an inhabitant of the New Fe- 
 1nſalem; by faith aſſuring myſelt 4 have but a few 
more days to live below, a little more work to do; 
and then I ſhall lay aſide my glaſs, and be admitted 
to a nearer viſion and fruition of God, and fee him 
late to face. + Hb v0 


By this means, I ſhall always live, as if 1 was 
daally to die; always ſpeak, as if my e the 
0 


next moment, were to cleave to the roof of my 
mouth; and continually order my thoughts and 
affections in ſuch a manner, as if my ſoul were juſt 
ready to depart, and take its flight into the other 
World. By this means, whatſoever place I am in, 
or whatſoever work I am about, I ſhall ſtill be with 
my God, and demean myſelf fo, as if with St. Je- 
rome, 1 heard the voice of the trumpet crying out, 
Awake ye dead, and come to judgment! 
And thus, though I am at preſent here in the 
fleſh, yet I ſhall look upon myſelf as more really an 
inhabitant of heaven, than I am upon earth. Here 
I am but as a pilgrim or a ſojourner, that has no 
abiding city; but there I have a ſure and everlaſt- 
ing inheritance, which Chriſt has purchaſed and 
prepared for me, and which faith has given me the 
poſſeſſion of. And therefore, as it is my duty, fo 


I will conſtantly make it my endeavour, to live up 


to the character of a true Chriſtian, whoſe portion 
and converſation is in heaven, and think it à diſ· 


grace and diſparagement to my profeſſion, to ſtoop 


to, or entangle myſelf with ſuch toys and trifles, a 


the men of the world buſy themſelves about; or to 


feed upon huſks with ſwing here below, when it is 


In 


. 
\ - 


YY  I-muſt ſtill conſider the eye of the Great 


thinking, doing and writing, as well as I do myſelf ; 


yea, he ſees every word whilſt it is in my heart, be- 
tore it be brought forth: and ſet down. He knows 
all the reſolutions I have made, and bow often, 
poor creature ! I have broken them already, ſince 
I made them. RE Z | 

Upon this conſideration, I reſolve to ſtand my 
ground againſt all temptations, and whenever I find 
myſelf in danger to be drawn afide by them, to op- 
pole the bent of my corrupt affections, by theſe or 
the like queſtions : Am [ really in the preſence of 
the Almighty, the great Lord of heaven and earth, 
and (hall I preſume to affront him to his face, by 
| B 2 EL 
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16 CHRISTIAN -RESOLUTIONS. 
doing ſuch things as I know are odious and dif. 
pleaſing to him ? I would not commit adultery in 
the preſence of my fellow - creatures, and ſhall I do 
it in thepreſence of the glorious Jehovah ? I would 
not ſteal in the ſight of an earthly judge, and fhall I 
do it before the Judge of all the world? If fear and 
ſhame from men have ſuch an influence upon me, 
as to deter me from the commiſſion of ſin, hox 
ought I to be moved with the apprehenſions of 
God's inſpection, who does not only know my tranſ- 
greſſions, but will eternally punifh me for them. 
May theſe thoughts and conſiderations always 
take place in my heart, and be accompanied with 


ſuch happy effects in my converſation, that I may 


live with God upon earth, and ſo love and fear 


4 | 


joy his glory in the net! 


his preſence in this world, that I may for ever en - 


DESSSSHUETE | KS&LTSEESSSHS1 SSSSSS 
Concerning my Thought 5. = : 
UT who um , poor, proud, ſinful duſt and 


— afhes, that I ſhould expect to live fo holy, fo 
as is here ſuppoſed | Can grapes be ga- 


* 


rhered from thorns, or figs from thiſtles ? Can the 


Fruit be ſweet when the root is bitter? Or the 


ſtreams healthful, when the fountain is poiſoned ? 
No, I muſt either ger me a new and better heart, 
or elſe it will be impoſſible for me ever to lead 2 
new and better life. But how muſt I come by this 


pearl of ineſtimable value, a new heart? Can I 


urchaſe it with my own riches, or find it in my 
own field? Can I raiſe it from fin to bolinefs, from 
earth to heaven, or from myſelf to God? Alas! 
I have endeavoured it; but I find, by woful expe- 
rience, I cannot attain to it: J have been lifting 


and heaving again and again, to raiſe it out of the 
mire and clay of fin, and corruption; but, alas! it 
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will not ſtir : I have rubbed and chafed it with one. 
chreatening after another, and all to get heat and 
life into it; but {till it is as cold and dead as ever: 
F have brought it to the promiſes, and ſet it under 
the droppings of the ſanctuary; I have ſhewn it: 
the beauty of Chriſt, and the deformity of ſin ; but 
yet it is a hard and finful, an carthly and. ſenſual 
heart ſtill, What therefore ſhall Ido with it? O 
my God, I bring it uoto thee ! Thou that madeſt ir 
a heart at firſt, canſt only make it a new heart 
now! O do thou purify and refine it, and renew a 
right ſpirit within me! Do thou take it into thy: 
hands, and, out of thine infinite goodneſs, new- 
mould ir up, by thine own grace, into an exact 
conformity to thine own will! Do thou but give 
me a new heart, and I ſhall promiſe thee, by thy 
| grace, to lead a new life, and become a new crea- 
ture! Do thou but clear the fountain, and I ſhall 
endeavour to look to the ſtreams that flow from it! 
eur N I may be able to do, with. the better 
ceſs, 8 


FP I 


RESOLUTION I. 


Fam reſolved, by the Grace of G9D, to watch as: 
much over the inward Motions of my Heart, ar 
the outward Actions of my Life. 


OR, my heart, I perceive, is the womb; in which 
all fry is firſt conceived; and from which, my 
Saviour tells me, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, 
firnications, murders, thefts, covetouſneſs, wickedneſs,. 
aeceit, laſciviouſneſs, an evil eye, blaſphemy, pride, 
fooliſhneſs, Mark vii, 21, 22. So that, as ever | would 
prevent the commiſſion of theſe fins in my life, 1 
muſt endeavour to hinder their conception in my 
heart, following the wiſe man's counſel; to te 
my heart with all diligence, becauſe out of it' are the 
| ues of life, Prov. iv. 23. Neither is tflis the only 
ralon, why I ſhould ſet fo ſtrict a watch over my 
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n CHRISTIAN RESOLUTIONS: = 
heart, becauſe ſiaful thoughts lead to figful acts; 
but becauſe. the thoughts themſelves are ſinful, 


yea, the very. firſt-born of iniquity ; which though 
man cannot pry into or diſcover, yet the all-ſecipg. 
God knows and obſerves, and remembers them, as. 
well as the greateſt actions of all my life. And, 
Oh ! what wicked and prophane thoughts have I 
formerly entertained, , not only. againſt God, but 


againſt Chriſt, by queſtioning the juſtice of his laws, 


and doubting of the truth of his revelation, ſo as to 
make both his life and death. of none effect io me 
Which, that they may never be laid to my charge: 
hereafter, I humbly beſcech God to pardon, and 
abſolve me from them, and to give me grace, for 


the remainder of my life, to be as careful of 
thinking, as of doing well, and as fearful of offend- 


ing him in my heart, as of tranſgreſſing his laws in 


my life and converſation. To this end, 


RE SOLUTION . 


Jam reſolved, by the Grace of G9.D, to ſtop every 
thought at its firſt entring into my heart, and ty 
examine it whence it comes, and whither it tends, 

80 ſoon as ever any new thought begins to bub- 

ple in my ſoul, Jam reſolved to examine what 

ſtamp it is of, whether it ſpring from the pure 
fountain of living waters, or the polluted ſtreams 
of my own affections; as alſo, which way it-tends, 


or takes its courſe, towards the ocean of happinels, 
or the pit of deſtruction, And the reaſon of this 


my reſolution, I draw from the experience I have 


| had of the devil's temptations, and the working of 


my own corruptions ; by which I find, thar there is 
mp fin I am betrayed into but what takes its 
riſe from my inward thoughts. Theſe are the. 


tempters that firſt preſent ſome. pleaſing object 10 


my view, and then biaſs my underſtanding, an 


perſuade my will to comply with the ſuggeſtion. 90 
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chat, though the ſpirit of God is pleaſed to dart # 
beam into my heart at the ſame time, and fthew me 
the odious and dangerous effects of ſuch thoughts; 

et, I know not how or why, I find a prevailing. 
Nooefticht within, that tells me it is but a thought, 
and that ſo long as it goes no farther, it cannot do- 
me much hurt. Under this ſpecious celour and: 
pretence, I ſecretly perſuade myſelf to dwell a little 
longer upon it; and r tiny heart pleaſed and 
delighted. with its natural iſſue, I give it a little far- 
ther indulgence, till, at laſt, my deſire breaks out 
into a flame, and will be ſatisfied with nothing leſs 
than the enjoyment of the object it js exerciſed: 


upon. And what water can quench. ſuch a raging 
fire, as is thus kindled by the devil, and blown up- 


by the bellows of my own inordinate affections, 
which the more I think of, the more I increaſe the: 
flame? How e nearly therefore, docs it concern me- 
to take up this reſolution, of ſetting a+ conſtant- 
watch and guard at the door of my heart, that no- 
thing may enter in, without a ſtrict examination? 
Not as if I could examine every particular thought: 
that ariſes in my heart, for by that means I. 
ſhould do nothing elſe but examine my thoughts; 
without intermiſſion, But this I muſt do: When 
ſoever I find any thought that bears the face or ap- 
pearance of fin, I muſt throw it aſide with the utmoſt* 

abhorrence. And when it comes in diſguiſe, as the: 
devil under Samuel's mantle, or when it is a thought 
I never conceived before, and know not but it may: 
be bad, as well as good; then, before I ſuffer it to 
lettle upon my ſpiriis, I muſt examine, as well as I 


can, whether it be ſent from heaven or hell; and 


what meſſage it comes about, and what will be the 
Hue of it. And thus, by the Divine affiſtanee,. I 
ſhall let nothing into my heart, but what will bring 
me nearer. to my God, and ſet me at a great- 
er diſtance ftom the evil and puniſhment of 


in, Neither do 1 think it my duty only to be 


watchful 


* 


on 


about T know. not- what chimeras, 


20 
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watchful againſt ſuch thoughts x as are in a themſelves 


finful: : but, 


RESOLUTION nt 


Tam reſolved. by. the Grace of GOD, to be as : fearful 
0 let in vain, as re to deep out A 


thoughts. 


1 Do not look upon vain thous « as only: tending 
to fin, but as inthemſelves finful ; for that which 
makes ſin to be ſin, is the want of conformity to- 
the will of God; and that vain thoughts are not 
conformable and agreeable to the divine will, ap · 
pears, in that God himfelf, by the mouth of his 
_— prophet, cxpreſsly faith, IJ hate vain thoughts, 


al. cxin. 113. Again, vain thoughts are there- 
_ fore ſinful, becauſe they have in them nothing that 


can denominate them good: For, as im a moral 
Tenſe, there is never a particular individual act, fo 


neither is there any particular thought, but what 


is either good or bad in fome reſpect or other. 
Fhere is not a moment of my life, but it is my 
ny either to-be thinking, or ſpeaking, or doing, 

: So that, whenſvever I am not thus-employ- 


ed, * come ſhort of my duty, and by conſequence, 
am guilty of fin. 


But what are theſe: vain thoughts Fam thus re 


folving againft ? Why all wanderings and diſtrac. 


tion, in prayer, or hearing the word. of God; all 
uſelelefs, rrifling and impertinent thoughts, chat do- 


not belong to, nor further the work I am about, the 


grand affair of my ſalvation; may properly , be: 
called vain thoughts. And alas K 


How have I thought away whole hours together, 


ſcarce ever depends upon another: Sometimes en- 

rertaining myſelf with the pleaſure of ſenſe, as. cat- 

mg and , 7 * like carthly enjoyments; 
I." ſometimes 


J. 
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CHRISTIAN RESOLUTIONS, 27 
ſometimes building caſtles in the air, and elamber- 
ing up to the pinacle of wealth and honour, which 
I am not half way got up to, but down I fall again 

D paracdiley”'; 2 5h He 295% 
Or, if I chance, at any time, to think a good 
| while upon one thing, it is juſt to as much pur- 
' WW poſe as the man's thoughts were, which 1 have 
ſomerimes heard of, and fmiled at, who having an 
4 egg in his hand, by a ſort of chimerical climax, im- 
* proved it into an eſtate: But while be was thus 
y pleaſing himſelf with theſe imaginary products, 
* down drops the egg, and all his hens, and 
ö cattle, and houſe, and lands, that he had raiſed 
ig: from it, vaniſhed in the fall. Theſe, and ſuch like, 
* are vain thoughts, that I muſt, for the future, en- 
deavour to avoid; and though it wilf be impoſſible 
for me wholly to prevent their firſt entering into 
my mind, yet J reſolve, by the grace of God, 
not to harbour or dwell upon, or delight myfelf . 
with them. And then notwithſtanding they are, 
in ſome ſenſe, ſinful, yet they will not be impured 
to me as ſuch, provided I uſe my utmoſt endea - 
vours to avoid them. Which that I may be the 
better able to do, oy FOE Ie OT | 
RESOLUTEFON IV. 
I am reſolved, by the Grace of GOD, to be always ; g 
exercijing my Thoughts upon good Oljects, that the | 
Devil may not exerciſs them upon bad. 5+ 
"HE foul being a ſpiritual ſubſtance, is always in f 
action, and its proper and immediate act is I 
thinking, which is as natural and proper to the 
foul, as extenſion is to the body: It is that upon 
which all the other actings of the ſoul are ground- 
ed; ſo that neither our apprehenſions of, nor af- 
fections to, any object can be acted without it. 
And hence it is, that I think the ſoul is very pro- 
perly defined, Subftantia cogitans, a thinking ſub- 
+ ſtance ;, 
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. 22 CHRISTIAN 'RESOUTIONS. 
ſtance; for there is nothing elſe but a ſpirit ca 


think, and there is no ſpirit but always doth think. 
And this I find by experience, to be ſo true and 


* 


— 


— 


certain, that if, at any time, I have endeavoured 
to think nothing (as 1 have oftentimes done) T 


have ſpent all the time in thinking upoo chat very 
How much, therefore, doth it concern me to 


keep my ſoul in continual exerciſe upon what is 
good; for to be ſure if I do not ſet it on work; 
the devil will; and if it do not work for God, it 
will work for him; I know finful objects are more 
agreeable to a finful foul; but I am ſure, holy 
thoughts are more conformable to a holy God. 
Why, therefore, ſhould I ſpend and ravei out my 


| thoughts upon that which will deſtroy. my ſoul} 


No, no; I {hall henceforth endeavour always to be 
employing my thoughts upon ſomething} that is 


good; and, therefore, to have good ſubjects con- 


ſtantly at hand to think upon, as the attributes of 
God, the glory of heaven, the miſery of hell, the 
merits of CHRIST, the corruption of my nature, 


the finfulneſs of fin, the beauty of holineſs, the 


vanity. of the world, the immortality of the ſoul, 
and the like; and likewiſe to take occafion, from 


the obiects I meet or converſe with in the world, to 


make ſuch remarks and reflections, as may be for 
my advantage or improvement in my ſpiritual affairs. 


For, there is nothing in the world, though it be 
never ſo bad, but that I may exerciſe good thoughts 


upon: And my neglect in this kind, has been the 
real occafion of all thefe vain thoughts that have 
hitherto poſſeſſed my ſoul. I have not kept them 


| cloſe to their work, to think upon what is good; 


and therefore, they have run ont into thoſe extra- 


vagancies, which, by the bleſſing of God, in the 


performance of theſe reſolutions, I ſhall endeavour 
to avoid. iy ; 
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It is, indeed, a ſingular advantage of that high 


oy 
ir a 
© 


Ine ſubjefts we exerciſe our thoughts upon, are 
ry either God or heaven, or ſomething relating to 
mem. So that we need not go out of our common 
to road to meet with this heavenly company, good 
is Mihoughts. But then, 1 do not account every thought 
*, Wof God, or heaven, which only ſwims in my brain, 
it Mio be a good and holy thought, unleſs it ſinks 
we down into my heart and affections; i. e. unleſs to 
oly my meditations of God, and another world, I join 
od. I longing for him, a rejoicing in him, and ſolacin 


my myſelf in the hopes of a future enjoyment of him, 
neither will this be any hinderance, but a further- 
be Wrance to my ſtudies; for, as I know no divine 
is MWicuths as I ought, unleſs I know them practically 


and experimentally; ſo I never think I have any 


of Welcar apprehenſions of God, till I find my affec- 


the tions are inflamed towards him; or that ever I un- 


re; FWeerſtand any divine truth aright, till my heart be 


the Wrought into ſubjection to it. 


ul, W Lhis refolution, therefore, extends itſelf, not on- 


om Wy to the ſubje& matter of my thoughts, but alſo to 


„to the quality of them, with regard to practice, thag 
for they may influence my life and converſation, that 
irs: MWvicther I ſpeak or write, or eat, or drink, or what- 


phts Amoneſt actions with heavenly meditations ; there 
the Wing nothing I can ſet my hand to, but I may like- 
laue {Wile ſet my heart a working upon it. Which ac- 
hem ordingly I ſhall endeavour, by the bleſſing of God, 
od ; o do. And, for the better ordering of my 
tra · choughts, %%%%/ͤͤ T0 ( 8 
the | | 


R E- 


and heavenly calling, in which the Moſt High, of 
id Inis wiſdom and goodneſs, has been pleaſed to place 
ed Mme, that all the objects we converſe with, and all 


ſoever I do, I may till ſeaſon all, even my com- 
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© RESOLUTION V... 
Fam reſelved, by the Grace of GOD," ſo to marſha} 
my Thoughts, that they may not juſtle out one an. 
ort her, nor any of them prejudice the Bnſineſs I am 
about. p 15 OTE a 9 7 


Tp M ſoul being by nature ſwift and nimble, and 


by corruption inordinate and.irregular in its o- 


perations, I can never ſet myſelf io think upon one 


thing, but preſently another preſſes in, and another 
after that, and ſo on, till by thinking of ſo many 
things, at once, I can think upon nothing to any 
purpoſe. And hence it is, that I throw away 
thouſands of thoughts each day for nothing, which, 
if well managed, might prove very profitable and 
advantageous to me. To prevent, therefore, this 


tumultuous, deſultory, and uſeleſs working of. my 


thoughts, as I have already reſolved to fix my heart 
upon neceflary, and uſeful, and good objects, fo to 
prevent my thoughts rolling from ane thing to an- 
other, or leaping from the top of one to the height 
of another object, I muſt now endeavour to rank, 


and digeſt them into order and method, that they 
may, for the future, be more ſteady and regular in 


their purſuics. I know, the devil and my own cor- 
rupt nature will labour to break the ranks, and 


confound the order of them; what ſtratagem there 


fore, ſhall I uſe, to prevent this confuſion ? I ſhall 
endeavour, by the grace of God, whenſoever 1 find 
any idle thoughts begin to friſk and rove out of 
the way, to call them in again, and ſet them to 


work upon one or other of thoſe objects before 
mentioned, and to keep them, for ſome time, fixed 


and intent upon it; and confidering the relations 


and dependencies of one thing upon another, not 


to ſuffer any foreign ideas, ſuch, I mean, as are 
impertinent to the chain of thoughts I am upon, to 
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way. No, not though they be otherwiſe good 
thoughts; for thoughts in themſelves good, when 
they croud'in-unſeafonably, are ſometimes attended 

ith very ill effects, by interrupting and preventing 
ow good purpoſes and reſolutions which might 
prove more effectual for promoting God's glory, 
the good of others, and the comfort of our own 
d ſouls. | | | | 


* 
5 
* 


D- | Theſe, and ſuch like, are the methods by which 
” I deſign and reſolve to regulate my thoughts: And 
Peg ſince I can do nothing without the divine aſſiſtance, 
by JLearneſtly beg of God to give me ſuch a meaſure 
ny of his grace, as may enable me effectually to put 


My bmeſe refolutions in practice, chat I may nor thipk 
b, and reſolve in vain. | 


— 


Concerning my Affedtious. 

UT whilſt I am thus ranging my thoughts, 1 

find ſomething of a paſſion or inclination 
within me, either drawing me to, or driving me 
from, every thing I think on; ſo that I cannot ſo 
much as think upon a thought, but it is either 
pleaſing or diſpleaſing to me, according to the a- 
greeableneſs or diſagreeableneſs of the object it is 
placed upon, or to my natural aff-&ions, If it 
comes under the pleaſing dreſs and appearance of 
good, I readily chuſe and embrace it; if otherwiſe, 
Lam as eagerly bent to refuſe and reject it. And 
theſe two acts of the will are naturally tounded in 
thoſe two reigning paſſions of the ſoul, love and 
hatred, which I cannot but look upon as the 
grounds of all its other motions and aftfections. 
ror what are thoſe other paſſions of defire, hope, 
Joy, and the like, but love in all its ſeveral poſtures? 
and what elſe can we conccive of fear, grief, ab- 
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horrence, &c. but ſo many different expreſſions of 


| hatred, according to the ſeveral circumitances that 
the diſpleaſing object appears to be under. Poth 


my underſtanding repreſent any thing to my wills 
under the notion of good and pleaſant? My will is 


preſently taken and delighted with it, and ſo places 


its love upon it; and this love, if the object be 


preſent, inclines me to embrace it with joy; if ab- 


ſent, it puts forth itſelf into deſire; if eaſy to be 
attained, it comforts itſelf with hope; if difficult, 
it arms itſelf with courage; if impofſible, it boik 


up into anger; if obſtructed, it preſently falls down 


into deſpair, _ 

On the other hand, Doth my underſtanding re- 
preſent any object to my will, as evil, painful, or 
deformed ? How doth it immediately ſhrink and 
gather up itſelf into a loathing and hatred of it 


and this hatred, if the ungrateful object be pre- 
ſent, puts on the mournful fables of grief and ſor - 


row: If it be at any diſtance from it, it boils up 
into deteſtation and abhorrence : If ready to fall 


upon it, it ſhakes for fear; if difficult to be pre- 


vented, it ſtrengthens itſelf with courage and mag- 
nanimity, either to conquer or undergo it. Theſe 
alfections, therefore, being thus the conſtant at- 
tendants of fy thoughts, it behoves me as much to 
look to thoſe, as to the other ; eſpecially, when | 
conſider, that not only my thoughts, but even my 
actions too, are generally determined to good or 


bad, accordingly as they are influenced by them. 


That wy affections, therefore, as well as my 


thoughts, may be duly regulated, 


R F- 
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; RESOLUTION I. | I 
E I am reſolved, by the Grace of 60D, always to _ 1 
4 * make my Affeftions ſubſervient to the Diftates of my | 
s Underſtanding, that my Reaſon may not follow, a: 
5 7 Eo IO 1 
; PHE a fections, being of themſelves blind and 
8 - inordiaate, unleſs they are directed by reaſon i 
E and judgement, they either move toward a wrong 0 
8 object, or purſue the right a wrong way. And 
n this judgement muſt be mature and deliberate, ſuch | 

as ariſes from a clear apprehenſion of the nature of {| 
= the object that affects me, and a thorough conſi- 
r deration of the ſeveral circumſtances that attend it. T 
d And great care mult be taken, that I do not im- 4 
1 WW poſe on myſelf by fancy and imagination, that Ido 1 
"A not miſtake fancy for judgement, or the capricious 
. humours of my roving imagination, for the ſolid : 
p i dictates of a well-guided reaſon. For my fancy 1s 


ll as wild as my affections: And, if the blind lead 
e the blind, they will both fall into the ditch. | 


33 And alas ! how oft am I deceived in this manner! 
ſe If I do but fancy a thing good and lovely, how ea- 
u ger are my affections in the purſuit of it? If I do 
to but fancy any thing evil and hurtful to me, how 
11 doth my heart preſently rife up againſt ic, or grieve 
oy and ſorrow for it? And this 1 believe, bath been 
or dhe occaſion of all the enormities and extravagan- 
8 cies I have been guilty of, through, the whole courſe 
ny i of my paſt life, diveiting me of my reaſonable fa- 


culties, as to the acts and exerciſes of them, and 
ſubjecting my ſoul to the powers of ſenſe, that I 
could not raiſe my affections above them. Thus, 
for inſtance, I have not loved grace, becauſe my 
fancy could not ſee its beauty ; I have not loathed 
fin, becauſe my fancy could not comprehend its 
miſery ; and I have not truly defired heaven be- 
cauſe my fancy could not _— its glory: Mhereas 
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if the tranſient beauty and luſtre of this world's va. 
nities was but preſented to my view, how has my: 
fancy mounted up to the. higheſt. pitch of pleaſure 
and ambition, and inflamed my heart with the de- 
fire of them? 3 . 

And thus, poor wretch; have TI been carried a- 
bout with the powerful charms of ſenſe, without 


having any other guide of my. affections, but what 
is common to the very brutes that perith: Fancy. 
_ ſupplying that place in the ſenfitive, which“ reafon 


does in the rational ſoul. And, alas! What is. 
this, but with Nebu:zhadaezzar, to leave commu» 


nion with men, and herd myſelf with the beaſts of 


the field ? And what a ſhame and reproach is this 


to the image of God, in which [ was-created !. 


Oh ! Thou, that art the author of my nature, 


help me, I befeech thee, to act more conformably 


to it, for the time to come; that I may no longer 
be bewildered or miſled by the blind conduct of my 


ſtraggling fancy; this ignis fatuus, that hurries me 
over bogs and precipices to the pit of deſtruction; 


but that I may bring all my affections and actions 


to the ſtandard of a ſound and clear judgement; 
and let that judgement, be guided by the unerring 


light of thy Divine word; that ſo I may neither 


love, defire, fear, nor deteſt: any thing, but what 
my judgement, thus formed, tells me 1 ought to 


do ! 5 


I know it will be very hard thus, to ſubject my 
affections to the dictates and commands of my 


judgement : But howſoever, it is my reſolution, 
this morning, in the preſence of Almighty God, 


to endeavour it, and never to ſuffer my heart to 


ſettle its affection upon any object, till my judge: 
ment hath paſſed its ſentence upon it. And, as 

will not ſuffer my affections to run before my judge- 
ment; ſo, whenever that is determined, I ſtedfaſt- 
ly reſolve to follow it; that ſo my apprehenſions 


and affections always going together, 1: may be ſure 
to 
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Þ o walk in the direct path of God's commandments, 
7 and enter the gate that leads to everlaſting life. 
£ And, the better to facilitate the performance of 


this general reſolution, it being. neceſſary to deſcend... 
to particulars ; 


"= - RESOLUTION I. 
lam reſolved, by the Grace of GOD, to love God, as 
the beſt of Goods, and to hate Sin, as the worſt of 
Evits. -. 5 | Fo 
A® God is the centre of our concupilciple affec- 
| tions, ſo fin is the object of thoſe we call 
iraſcible; and the-affeCtions of love and hatred be- 
ing the ground of all the reſt, I muſt have a great 
care, that 1 do not miſtake or miſcarry in them: 
For if theſe be placed upon wrong objects, it is im] 
poſſible any of the reſt ſhould-be placed vpon right 
ones. In order, therefore, to prevent ſuch a mif- 
carriage, as God is the greateſt good; and fin the- 
greateſt evil, Lreſolve to love God, above all things 
ele in the world, and eto hate fin to the ſame de- 
gree; and ſo to love other things, only in relation 
0 God, and to hate nothing, but in reference to 
0; -. > | 
As for the: firft, the loving God above all things, 
| there is nothing ſeems more reaſonable, inaſmuch 
| as there is-nothing lovely in any creature, but what 
it receives from God; and by how much the more 
it is like to God, by fo much the more it is lovely 
| unto us. Hence it is that beauty, or an exact ſym- 
metry and proportion of parts and colours, ſo at- 
tracts our love, becauſe it ſo much reſembles God, 
| Who is beauty and perfection itſelf, And hence it 
is likewiſe, that grace is the moſt lovely thing in the 
| world, next to God, as being the image of God 
| himſelf ſtamped upon the ſoul ; nay, it is not only 
| the image and repreſentation, but it is the influence 
and communication of himſelf to us; ſo that the 
more we have of grace, we may ſafely ſay, ſa much 
C 3 | | the 
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the more we have of God within us. Why, there» att 

fore, ſhould 1 grudge my love to him, who only. the 
deſerves it? who is not only infinitely lovely in him- ren 

ſelf, but the author and perfection-of all lovelineſs cen 

in his creatures? why, the true reaſon is, that my. all 
affections have run a- gadding without my judge- ten 

ment, or elſe my judgement hath been baulked or afHi 

| anticipated by my fancy; whereas, now, that my eaſe 
1 apprehenſions of God are a little cleared up, and the 
. my judgement leads the way, though no body ſees ties 
[ me, yet methinks I cannot but bluſh at myſelf, that evil. 
| I ſhould ever lie doating upon thefe dreams and ject 
| ſhadows here below, and not fix my affections up- of 
þ on the infinite beauty and all- ſufficiency of God MW ett ; 
0 above, who deſerves my love and admiration fo evils 
| infinitely beyond them. However, therefore, I ver, 
. have heretofore placed my affections upon other abhe 
* things above God, I am now reſolved to love God, to ti 
| not only above many, or moſt things, but above dete! 
if all things elſe in the world. ves Tho | and- 
if And here, by loving God I do not underſtand of tl 
" that ſenſitive affection I place upon material ob- for t 


iy N 


# jects; for it is impoſſible, that that ſhould be fixed find 

i upon God, who is a pure ſpiritual Being; but that, WF of fi 
i as by the deliberate choice of my will, I rake him I kn 
4 for my chiefeſt good, ſo l ought to prefer him as WW and 
1 ſuch, before my neareſt and deareſt poſſeſſions, in- too a 
1 tereſts, or relations, and whatſoever elſe may at preve 
. any time ſtand in competition with him. all m 
. And thus, as I ſhall endeavour to love God, fo lo to 
. likewiſe to hate fin, above all things: And this is lo to 
I as neceflary as the former; for all things have laſt 0 
| ſomething of good in them, as they are made by pract 
| God; but fin being, in its own nature, a privation not e. 
| of good, and directly oppoſite to the nature, and locve 
| will of God, (as I have before ſhewed) it has no- difſict 
# nothing of beauty or amiableneſs to recommend it I love 
| to my affections. On the contrary, it is a com- what 


pound of deformity and defilement, that is always 
nw Nw attended 
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attended with puniſhment and miſery ; and mutt; - 


therefore, be the object of my hatred and abhor-. 
rence, whereſoever I find it. For, as God is the. 


centre of all that is good, ſo is fin the fountain of 
all the evil in the world. All the ſtrife and con- 
tention, ignominy and difgrace, misfortunes and 
afflictions that J obferve in the world; all the diſ- 


eaſes of my body, and infirmities of my mind; all 


the errours of my underſtanding, and irregulari- 
ties of my will and affections; im a word, all the 
evils whatſoever, that I am affected with, or ſub- 
ject to, in this world, are ſtill the fruits and effects» 


of ſin: - For if man had never offended the chief- 


eſt good, he had never been ſubject · to this train of> 
evils which attended his tranſgreſſion. Whenioe- 
ver, therefore, I find myſelf begin to deteſt and 


abhor any evil, I ſhall, for the future, endeavour. 


to turn my eyes to the ſpring- head, and loath and 
deteſt the fountain that ſends forth all thoſe bitter 
and unwholeſome ſtreams, as well as the channels. 
of thoſe corrupt hearts in which they flow. And- 
for this reaſon, I reſolve to hate fin whereſoever I- 
find it, whether in myſelf or in others, in the beſt. 
of friends, as well as the worſt of enemies. Love, 
know, and charity, covers a multitude of ſins, 
and where we love the man, we are-all of us but 
too apt to overlook, or excuſe his faults. For the 
prevention of this, therefore, I firmly reſolve, in 
all my expreſſions of love to my fellow- creatures, 
lo to love the perſon, as yet to hate his ſins; and 


| lo to hate his fins, as yet to love his perſon. The 


laſt of which, I hope, I ſhall not find hard to 
practiſe, my nature, by the bleſſing of God, being 


not caſily inclined to hate any man's perſon what- 


loever And the former will not be much more 
difficult, when I conſider, that by how much more 
I love my friend, by ſo much more ſhould I hate 
whatſoever will be offenſive or deſtructive to him. 


Having 


— P * — - l 
222 . s Q S 7; ERTIES 23 
——_— nar * oe _ 
XY : 


— — — 
. ü—A —˙ AAA A733 


2 MS 8 2 
. ee 


. IE ITS Fn 
Tar. 


— woron Suneres 
n — bn) 2 


— — 20 — 
r 


— — . | 


— a — —— — 
9 — — —— — wit neck 
8 1. : * . Nin e 32 3 * F LEM OACS £5 
2 re I. a ü * 1 
* . 


- 
FER — 
ook oo OSS 


oF _— _—— WC” 
— er ohh EP 


- —— — © 094 es Aw. D ner np n 2 22 — * . 
n 2 , * : „ _ — — nor — 
ien on NE E PETS A AE Ten NY e AT IT" 5 . > — 
ia * "&e 2 ** " 2 2 e 5 5 TIT EIT of as Ent * r 88888 — 
7 
\ % * 
5 7 - l 
” 


DDr 
„ 


— 


Having thus fixed my reſolutions, with regard 

to thoſe two commanding paſſions of my ſoul, love 

c 
RE SOLUTION MI. 


7 


| 7 am reſolved, by the afſiflance of Divine Grace, to 


mae GOD the principal Object of: my. Foy, and Sin 
the principal Objedt of my Grief and Sorrow : So as 
to grieve for Sin more than Suffering, and for Sif- 
fering only for Sin's Sake, 3 


| PHE affections of joy and grief are the imme 


diate iſſues of love and hatred; and, there - 
fore, not at all to be ſeparated in their object. Ha- 
ving therefore, reſolved to love, I cannot but re- 
ſolve likewiſe to rejoice in God above all things: 
For the ſame meaſure of love I have towards any 
thing, the ſame meaſure of complacency aud de- 


light I muſt neceſſarily have in the enjoyment of it. 
As, therefore, 1 love God above all things, and 


other things only/in-ſabferviency-to--him, ſo much 


I rejoice, 'in God above all things, and in other 
_ things only as coming from bim. 
oaly may, but muſt rejoice, in the mercies and 
effi 


n2s that God confers upon me; but it is ſtill 
my duty to rejoice more in what God is in himſelf, 


than in what he is pleaſed to communicate to me: 


So that I am not only bound to rejoice in God, 


when I have nothing elfe, but when I have all 


things elſe to rejoice in. Let therefore my riches, 
honours,. or my friends fail me: Let my-pleafures, - 
my health and hope, and all fail me; I am ftill re- 
ſolved by his grace, to- rejoice in the Lord, and to 
joy in the God of my ſalvation. On the other hand, 
let honour or riches be multiplied upon me; let 
joy and pleaſure, and all that a carnal heart (like 


mine) can wiſh for or deſire, be thrown upon me; 


yet am I ill reſolved, that as it is my bulveſ 
+ i erve 
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ſerve God, ſo ſhall it be my delight and comfort to 
rejoice in him. litselt onde nn lan: bl 

And, as God ſhall thus be my chiefeſt joy, ſo 
ſhall fin be my greateſt grief; for I account no 
condition miſerable, but that which reſults from; 
or leads me unto fin ; So that when any thing be» 
fals me,. which may bear the face of ſuffering, and 
fill my heart with:forrow, I ſhall-ftill endeavour.to 
keep off the ſmart, till L know from whence! it 
comes. If ſin has kindled the fire of God's wrath 
againſt me, and brought: thele judgements upon 
| me, Oh! what a heavy load ſhall I then feel upon 
my foul ! and how ſhall L groan and complain un- 
der the burden of it! But if there be nothing of 
the poiſon of ſin dropt inte this cup+of ſorrows, 
though. it may perhaps prove bitter to my ſenſes, 
yet it will, in. the end, prove healthful to. my 
ſoul ; as being not kindled at the furnace of God's: 
| wrath, but at the flames of his love and affection 
| for me. So that. I am ſo far from. having cauſe to 
be ſorry for the ſufferings he brings upon me; that 
I have much greater cauſe to rejoice in them, as 
being an argument of the love and affection he 
bears to me: For whom the Lord loveth, he chaſten- 
| eth, and ſcourgeth every ſon. whom: he receivith, Heb 
Iii. 6. | e 
| And having: thus reſolved to rejoice in nothing 
but God, and prieve for nothing but fin, I muft 
not be caſt down and dejected at every providence 
which the men here below count a loſs or affliction; 
for, certainly, alk the miſery [ find in any thin 
extrinſical, is created by my ſelf; nothing but what 
is in me, being properly an affliction to me; fo 
chat it is my fancy that is the ground of miſery in 
all things. without myſelf. If I did not fancy ſome 
evil or miſery in the loſs of fuch an enjoyment, it 
would be no miſery at all to me; becauſe I am ſtill 

the ſame as I was, and have ftillLas much asT had. 
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before · For it is: God that is the portion of my 
ſbul; and, therefore, ſhould I loſe every thing | 


bave in the world beſides, yet having God, I can 
nat be ſaid to loſe any thing, becauſe I have him 


that hath; and is, all things in himſelf. Whenſo- 
ever, therefore, any thing befals me, that uſe to be 
matter of ſorrow and deæjection to me, I muſt not 
preſently be affected with or dejected at it, but ſtilt 
behave myſelf like an heir of heaven, and living 
above the ſmiles and frowns of this world, account 
nothing matter of joy, but ſo far as I enjoy of God's 
love; nor any thing: matter of ſorrow, but ſo much 
as 4 ſee of his anger in it. 305 


NES OLUTTON IV. 
Tam reſolved, by the Grate of GOD, to deſire Spi. 


* 


. ritual 17 0 5 7 than Temporal, and Temporal 


Mercies only in reference to Spiritual. 

'F Aving rectified the balance of my judgement 
++ according to the ſcripture ; when I would be- 
gin to weigh temporal things with ſpiritual, I find 
there is no proportion, and ſo no compariſon to be 
made betwixt them. And will any wiſe man, then, 
that pretends to reaſon, be at a ſtand which of 
theſe to chuſe, which to eſteem the beſt, or deſire 
moſt? Alas! what is there in the world, that can 


ful the vaſt defires of my ſoul, but only he, whos 
infinitely above me and my deſires too? Will riches 


do it? Np, 1 may as ſoon undertake to fill my barns 
with grace, as my heart with gold, and as ealily 
fluff my bags with virtue, as ever ſatisfy my delares 
with wealth, Do I hunt after pleaſures? These 
may, indeed, charm and delight my brutiſh ſenſcs 
but can never be agreeable; or proportionate to u 
ſpiritual faculties, Do I graſp at honour and po. 


pularity-? Theſe, again, are as empty and unſus* 


aud 


tying as the former ;. they may make me look bigh 


.- 


to m 


1 


deſires. And thus, if T ſhould have the whole 


world at command, and could, with Alexander, 
wield both ſword and ſceptre over all the nations 


K ” 


and languages of it, would this content me? or 


rather, ſhould I not fit. down, and weep with him, 


that Thad not another world to conquer and poſ- 
ſefs? Whereas, God being an infinite good, it is 
impoflible for me to defire any thing, which I may 
not enjoy in him and his mercies: Let me, or any 
other creature, extend our defires never fo far, ſtill 
the graces and bleſſings of this infinite God will be 


infinitely beyond them all: Inſomuch that though 


ten thouſand worlds are not able to ſatify one ſoul, 


yet, one God is able to ſatisfy ten thouſand ſouls ; 


yea, and ten millions more to them, as well as if 


there was only one foul in all the world te ſatisfy. 


Come, therefore, my dear Lord and Saviour ! 
whilſt thy ſervant is breathing after thee ; and poſ- 
ſeſs my heart wlth the ſpiritual bleflings of grace 
and faith, peace and charity; and let none of theſe 
empty and tranſient delights of this world ſtand in 


competition with them! Thou art the ſource and 


centre of all my wiſhes and defires: Even as the 


hart panteth after the water-brook, ſo panteth my 


foul after thee, O God! When ſhall I appear in thy 
preſence ® When, when ſhall that bleſſed time 
come, that I ſhall fee thy facred majeſty, face to 
face? This is a mercy, 1 confeſs, which I cannot 


expect, whilſt impriſoned in the body ; but, how- 


ſoever, though I muſt not yet appear before thee, 
do thou vouchſafe to appear in me, and give me 
ſuch glimpſes of thy love and graces here, as may 


be an earneſt of the bliſs ard glory I am to enjoy 
hereafter, | 


RE- 


CHRISTIAN RESOLUTIONS. 35 
and great in the eye of the world; turn my head 


giddy with applauſe; or puff up my heart with 
pride, but they can never fill up the meafure of its 
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fo am eg bythe Grace of G 0 Pits * Th 116- 
thing ſo much as the Promiſes, and to frar nothing 
_ much as the Threatenings of G OD. 


M. ſoul being inflamed with holy defires after 
God, my heart cannot but be big with the 


hopes and expectations of him: And, truly, as there 
is nothing that I can abſolutely defire, ſo neither is 


there any thing that I can aſſuredly hope for and 
depend upon, but God himſelf, and the promiſes 
he has made to me in his divine word. F or, as all 


things derive their being and ſubſiſtence from him, 


fo they are all at his beck and command, and are 
acted and influenced as his wiſdom and pleaſure 
ſees fit to. order them. All the ſecondary cauſes 
are in his hand, and he turns them which way ſo- 
ever he will; ſo that, howſoever improbable and 


diſproportionate the means he uſes may appear to 


be, he never fails to accompliſh the end, or what- 
ever he wills or decrees to be done. And, there: 
fore, wherever I meet with any. promiſes made o- 
ver to the faithful in his ſacred word (ſince they 
are the promiſes of One who is infinitely juſt and 
true, who can neither diſſemble, nor deceive) | 
cannot in the leaſt doubt but they will be punctual- 
ly fulfilled ; and if I am of that happy number (as 
I cruſt through the merits and grace of CHRIS. | 
ſhall approve myſelf to be) I have as much aſſu- 
rance of being partaker of them, as if I had them 
actually in poſſcſſion, or as any of the faithful ſer- 
vants of God, who have alr eady exper! ienced the 
accompliſhment of them. 
But ſuppoſe God ſhould not favour me with the 
\ bright part of his promiſes, but, inſtead of the 


bleſſings of health and proſperity, ſhould viſit me 


with croſſes and afflictions; yet I have ſtill the ſame 
grounds for my hope and confidence in him, 1 


may ſay with the Plalmaſt, 7 be Lord i 15 my helper, | 
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CHRISTIAN RESOLUTIONS. 37 
will not fear what the devil or tan can do unto me. A 
For, though their ſpite and malice may ſometimes = 
croſs, torment, afflict, and perſecute me; yet, 

ſince I am aſſured, they are only as inſtruments in 
the hand of God, that cannot go beyond their 
commiſſion, nor make me ſuffer more than I am 
able to bear, I may comfort myſelf, under all theſe. 
afflictions, by the fame divine promiſe that St. Paul 
had recourſe to, on the like occaſion, viz, That all 
ſhall work together for 2 to them that live GOD, 
who are the called according to his purpaje, id om. vill, 
28. The devil could not touch the poſſeſſions of 
Job, tiil he had received a commiſſion from God; 1 
nor could he come near his body till that commiſ- = 
ſion was renewed; and fo, neither can he, nor a- | 
ny creature whatioever, throw any evil upon me, 
without the Divine permiſſion; and even that, 
though it ſeems to be evil, ſhall really, in the end, | 
turn to my benefit and advantage. Oh! what a 1 
ſovereign aniidote is this againſt all deſpondencj ft 


and deſpair, even under the deepeſt and ſevereſt f {4 
trials? Permit me, O my God, to apply this ſa- Bs 
cred promite to myſelf, and fay, I am aſſured of it i 


by my own experience. For I can hardly remem- 

ber any one thing that ever happened to me, in 

the whole courſe of my life, even to the croſſing 

ot my molt earneſt deſires, and higheſt expecta- | 
tions, but what J mult confeſs, to the praiſe of | | 

thy grace and goodneſs, has really, in the end, | 

turned to my advantage another way : Oh ! make | 

me truly ſenſible of all thy promiſes to, and deal- 

| 1295 with me, that whatever ſtorms and ſurges may | 

arile in the tempeſtuous ocean of this tranſient | 

the Wl orld, I may ſtill fix the anchor of my hope and | 

the MW happineſs in thee, who art the ſource and ſpring 

t me ot all bleſſings, and without whom no evil or ca- 

ſame lamity could ever befal me! | 

and And as the promiſes of God, upon all theſe ac- 

er, I 42's, are to be the object of my hope; ſo are hi. 

| throatuing 


* . 
? OY | 
hs * 


28 CHRISTIAN RESOLUTIONS.” 
threataings to be of my fear and averſion; as the 
former are of excellent uſe to raiſe and revive 
the moſt drooping hearts, ſo the latter are of 
weipht enough to fink and depreſs the ſtouteſt and 
moſt undaupted ſpirits, and make them lick up he 
duſt of horrour and deſpair. Not to mention a- 
ny thing of the exquiſite and eternal miſeries de. 
naunced againſt the wicked in then xt world, with 
which the 5S:riptures every where abound, there is 
one puniſhment threatened to be- inft:cted here, 
which is, of itſelf, ſufficient to do this; and chat 
is, in Mal. ii. 2. ye will not hear, and if ye will 


mot lay it to heart, to give glory ts my name, faith 
we Lord ef Hofts, 1 will even 


ſend a curſe upon you, 
and I will curje your bleſſings. Moſt dread ful ſen- 
tence | which none that conſider aright, can be a- 
ble to read, without trembling and aſtoniſhment, 
Alas! if God ſhould curſe me, where ſhould 1 
ſeek for blefling, ſince he is the only fountain from 
which it flows, and by which it is conveyed and 
communicated to me? And if he ſhould curſe my 
very bleflings, what could I hope for, but miſery 
and deſpair? My health, my wealth, my prefer- 
ments, my relations, nay, my very life itſelf, would 
all be accurſed to me; and, what is yet worſe, e- 
ven my ſpiritual exerciſes and performances, my 
preaching, praying, and communicating, would all 
become a ſnare and a curſe to me; Yea, and 
CHrisT himſelf, who came into the world to bleſs 
and redeem me, if I walk not in his fear, believe 


not his goſpel, or give not glory to his name, will 


himſelf be a curſe and condemnation to me. 80 
that 1 may ſay of every thing I have, or enjoy, or 
expect, All theſe God hath made curſes to me, be- 
cauſe | have not bleſſed and glorified him in them. 
Oh! who would not tremble and be wrought upon 
by theſe threatnings? Who would not fear tht, 
G King of Nations, who art thus terrible in thy 
judgements ? Who would not love and obey the, 
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who art ſo gracious in thy promiſes? Teach me, I 
beſeech thee, ſo to place my fear upon the former, 
thar I may {till fix my hope. upon the Latter, that 
though I fear thy dreadtul-curfes, yet 1 may never 
deſpair of thy tender mercies ! 


RESOLUTION VI. 


I am reſolved, by the Grace of 60D, to arm myſelf 
with that ſpiritual Courage and Magnanimity, as 
to preſs through all Duties and Difficulties what/oe- 
ver, for the advancement of GOD's Clo! Y, and my 
own Happineſs. 


(CHRISTIANITY is elk termed. a warf. are, 5 
a warfare it is, wherein no danger can be pre- 
vented, no enemy conquered, no victory obtained, 
without much courage and reſolution. I have not 
only many outward enemies to grapple with, but 1 
bade myſelf, my worſt enemy to encounter and ſub- 
due. As for thoſe enemies which are not near me, 
by the aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, I can make pretty 
| good ſhift to keep them at the ſword's point: But 
this enemy, that is gotten within me, has ſo often 
foiled and diſarmed me, that I have reaſon to ſay, 
as David did of his enemies, it is too ſtrong for 
me! And, as he faid of the chief of his, 1 Shall 
one day fall by the hands of Saul; So have I too 
much occaſion to ſay, I ſhall fall by myſelf, as be- 
ing myſelf the greateſt enemy to my own ſpiritual 
intereſt and concerns. How neceflary is it then, 
that I ſhould raiſe and muſter up all my force and 
courage, put on my ſpiritual armour, and make 
myſelf ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might I know I muſt stade before I can enter 
jn at the ſtrait gate; I muſt win the crown, before 
I can wear it, and be a member of the Church Mi- 
litant, before I can be admitted into the. Church 
Triumphant, In a word, I mult go through a ſo- 
litary wilderneſs, and conquer many menten be- 
2 fore 
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45 CHRISTIAN RESOLUTIONS: 


fore I come to the land of Canaan ; or elſe I muſt 
never be poſſeſſed of it. What then? Shall 1 loſe 
my glory, to balk my duty ? Shall I let go my glo- 
rious and eternal poſſeſſion, to fave myſelf from a 


ſeeming hardſhip, which the devil would perſuade 
me to be a trouble and affliction? Alas ! if CHRIST 


had laid aſide the great work of my redemption, to 

avoid the undergoing of GOD's anger and man's 
malice, what a miſerable condition had I been in ? 
And, therefore, whatever taunts and reproaches J 
meet with, from the preſumptuous and profane, 


the infidel and atheiſtical reprobates of the age; 
let them laugh at my profeſſion, or mock at what 


they are pleaſed to call preciſeneſs; let them de- 
fraud me of my juſt rights, or traduce and bereave 


me of my good name and reputation; let them 


vent the utmoſt of their poiſonous malice and envy 
againſt me; I have this comfortable reflection ſtill 
to fupport me, That if I ſuffer all this for CarisT's 


fake, it is in the cauſe of one who ſuffered a thou- 


ſand times more for mine; and, therefore, it ought 


to be matter of joy and triumph, rather than of 


grief and dejection to me: Eſpecially, conſidering, 


that theſe my light afflictions, which are but for a 


moment, will work out for me a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory. Upon the proſpect 
of which, I firmly reſolve, notwithſtanding the 
growing ſtrength of ſin, and the overbearing pre- 
valency of my own corrupt affections, to undertake 
all duties, and undergo all miſeries, that God, in 
his infinite wiſdom, thinks fit to lay upon me, or 
exerciſe my patience in. e : 
RESOLUTION VII. 
J am reſolved, by the Grace of GOD, ſo to be angry 
as not to fin ; and, therefore, io be angry at no- 
thing but Sin, 3” 
. part of the Reſolution is founded 
on the expreſs command of St. Paul, Be 9. 
. a 0 ang 
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Ex 
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angry, and fin not, Eph. iv. 26. And the latter is 


N 0 8 ; | 7 ONES. 13 . ik _ 
an explication of, as well as an inference drawn 


from it. For, if anger be not only lawful, but a 
duty, as is here ſuppoſed, when it does not involve 
us in ſin ; the only difficulty is, to Know how that 
paſſion ought to be qualified, to juſtity the exerciſe 
of it without being guilty of fin : And the circum- 


ſtances or qualifications required for this, are firſt, 


That it be placed upon a due object; and, ſecond- 

ly, That it do not exceed its proper bounds, _ 
Now, as nothing can deſerve my anger, but 

what is difagreeable to my nature, and offenſive to 


the author of it, ſo nothing but ſin can properly 


be called its object. The chief thing that I am to 


aim at in my actions, is the honouring, ſerving, 
and pleaſing of God; and how can 1 ſerve and 
pleaſe God, in being angry at any thing but what I 


know is diſpleaſiug to him? I may be ſcorned, re- 
proached, and vilified among my equals, or accu- 
ſed, condemned, and puniſhed by my ſuperiours ; 
and theſe are treatments that are but too apt to 
raiſe and tranſport men into anger and revenge: 


; 


But then, before I ſuffer this paſſion to boil up in 


me, I ought to conſider whether 1 have not beha- 


ved myſelf fo as to deſerve this ſort of treatment; 
it I have, then there is no injury or injuſtice done 
me thereby, and, therefore, I ought not to be 


angry at it: If I have not, I muſt not be angry at 


the perfons who act thus falſely and unjultly againſt 
me, but only at their ſin ; for, to fpeak properly, 
it is not the perſon that offends me, but tlie fin; 
And this, not becauſe it is injurious to me, but be- 
cauſe it is offenſive and difpl-afinz to God Himſelf; 
for to be angry at any thing but what diſpleaſes God, 
is to diſpleale God in being angiy. Whenever, there- 
fore, I receive any affronts or provocations of this 
nature, I am reſolved, by God's grace affiſtivg my 
endeavours, never to be moved or troubled at 
them, farther than they are in their own nature 
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„ CHRISTIAN RESOLUTIONS. 
5 AGoful, and at the ſame time abſtracting the fin from 


the perſons, to pray for the pardon of thoſe that 
are guilty of it; and not only fo, but, according 
to the command and example of my Saviour, even 
to love them too, DN 0 10 
But, how ſhall I be ſure to be angry at nothing 
but ſin, and ſo not to ſin in my anger, when every 
Petty trifle or croſs accident, is ſo apt to raiſe this 
paſſion in me? Why, the beſt method I can take, 


zs, that which the wiſe man directs mie to, not 10 be 
haſty in my ſpirit, Eccleſ. vii. 9. but to defer my an- 


ger according todiſcretion, Prov. xix. 11. 90 that, 
whenſoever any thing happens, that miay incenſe 
and inflame my paſſion, I muſt immediately ſtop 
its career, and ſuſpend the acts of it, till I have 
duly confidered the motives and occaſions that rai- 
ſed it. And as this will be a very good means to re. 
122 55 the object of my anger, fo likewiſe the mea- 
ſure of it: For, he that is ſlow to wrath takes 
time to conſider, and, by confequence, puts his 
paſſion under the conduct of his reaſon; and, who- 
ever does ſo, it will never ſuffer it to be tranſport- 
ed beyond its proper bounds: Whereas, he whoſe 
anger is like tinder, that catches as ſoon as the 


ſpark is upon it, and who uſes no means to ſtop its 


| ſpreading, is preſently blown up into a furious i 


flame, which, before it is extinguithed, may do 
more miſchief than he is ever able to repair ; for, 
no man knows, whither his anger may hurry him, 
when once it has got the maſtery of him. In order, 
therefore, to prevent the fatal conſequences of thif 
paſſion, I now reſolve never to ſpeak or do an 
thing, while I am under the influence of it, but 
take time to conſider with myſelf, and reflect upol 
the ſeveral circumſtances of the action or object it 
ariſes from, as well as the occaſion and tendency 0 
it; and, as oft as I find any thing in it diſpleaing 
to God, to be regularly angry at that, to corre 
rebuke, and reprove it, with a zeal and mo q 
3 pri 


tions 
foul, 
gulat 
to mi 


y ſer 


iniqui 
ruly F; 


W indee 
W lion 
that i 
necefl 
Divin 
fix me 
the pe 
W imitat 
o % 
engu⸗ 


* 


a 


CHRISTIAN RESOLUTIONS. 43 
m ſpirit, ſuitable to the occaſion; but, ſtill to keep 


at within the bounds of the truly Chriſtian temper,. 
＋ which is always diſtinguifhed by love and charity, 
en and exercifes itſelf in meeknefs and moderation. 


And, Oh ! what a ſedate and contented ſpirit will 


this reſolution breed in me! How eaſy and quiet 


with every petty trifle that does but croſs their in- 
clinations, or ſeem to be injurious to them; or fall 
jato the other extreme, of a ſtoical apathy or in- 
ſenſibility ; 1 fhall, by this. reſolution, maintain a 


and patience, 


Fl 


Concerning my WORDS. j 
HAVING thus far cleanſed the fountain of my 

heart, with regard to my thoughts and affec- 
tions, which are the immediate iſſues of my active 
ſoul, the next thing incumbent upon me, is, to re- 
gulate my outward eonverſation, both with reſpect 
to my words and actions. As to the firſt, the ho- 


iniquity, James iii, 6. And again, that it is an un- 
ruly evil, which no man can tame, ver. 8. But is it, 
indeed, ſo unruly ? Then there is the more occa- 
ſſon to have it governed and ſubdued ; and, ſince 
chat is not to be done by man alone, it is ſtill more 

| neceſſary, that I ſhould call in the affiſtance of that 
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ſhall I be under all circumſtances? Whilſt others 
are peeviſn and fretful, and torment themſelves. 


| medium betwixt both, and poſſeſs my ſoul in peace: 


I ſcripture aſſures me, that the tongue is a worid of 


Divine Spirit that gives this character of it, firſt to 


fix my reſolutions, and then to ſtrengthen me in 
che performance of them, I ſtedfaſtly purpoſe to 
Imitate the Royal Pſalmiſt, in this particular, and 
% tale heed to my ways, that I offend not with my 
engue, Pſal. xxxix. 1, Yea, 1 am reſolved with 
oh Job, that all the while my breath, and the 
| | | : Spirit 
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44 CHRISTIAN' RESOLUTIONS. 
Spirit of God ts in my noſtrils, my lips ſhall not ſpea; God 


wickedneſs, nor my tongue utter deceit, Job xxvii. 3, M they 


4. But, tince it is ſuch an unruly inſtrument, io to f 
very difficult to be bridled or reſtrained, Do chou, refer 
O God, who firit madeſt it, enable me to get the MW wh: 
maſtery of it! Set a watch, O Lord, before my yet 
mouth. and keep the dgor of my lips, that, with St. brou 
Paul, I may ſpeak forth the words of truth and ſo how 


berne/s, and make, this unruly evil a happy inſtru- leſs? 
ment of much good ! which that I may do, they 
FESOLUCTLSON: II... and 


I am reſolved, by the Grace of GOD, never to ſpeck him. 
much, leſt I often ſpeak too much, and not to ſpeak deteſ 
at all, rather than to no purpoſe. md. 


| a Nl : for t 

T is the voice of fools that is known by the multi. wen 
tude of words, Eccleſ. v 3. In which there are thus 
divers vanities, ver. 6. and fin too, Prov. x. 19. WM cons 
whereas he that refraineth his lips is wiſe, This why ] 
is that piece of Chriſtian wiidom, which | am now Bl 5,24. 
refolving to look after; and therefore, never to uſe 5 
deliver my words out to the world by number, but heare 
by weight, not by quantity, but quality: Not hid- 1 1 
ing my meaning under ambiguous terms and ex- jocoſ. 
preſſions, but fitting words exactly to expreſs my Prom 
meaning; not amuling thoſe I converſe with, with words 
circles of impertinence and circumlocution, but ſo lon 
coming directly to the matter by the ſtrait line of WM nor i 
apt expreſſions, ſo as never to ſpeak more than tne neigh! 
Matter. requireth ; nor to ſpeak at all, when no much 
matter requireth, For, why thould I ſpend my revivii 
breath for nothing? Alas! that is not all: if! my he 
ſpend it ill, ic will be far worſe than fſpeadi.g it for ſo to 
nothing: For, our bleſſed Saviour has told me, recrea 
that I mult anſwer for every idle and unprofitable, Wi fpoke 
as well as profane word, Matth. xii. 36 But now, as ha 
if all the words I ever ſpok: ſhould be written, 251 I may b 
have cauſe to bclieve they are, in the 7. 1 no hu 
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CHRISTIAN RESOLUTIONS. 15 
God's remembrance, how many vaſt volumes muſt 
| they make ! and if an index ſhould be made, where 
to find profitable, and where idle words, how few 
references - would "there be to the former? 
| What multitudes to the latter? And (what 1s 
yet more terrifying) if all theſe words ſhould be 
brought in judgement againſt me at the laſt day, 
how would thole very words then make me ſpeech- 


E leſs? And what ſhame and confuſion of face would 


they then ſtrike me with ? But I truſt, through the 
blood of my Redeemer, they will be all waſhed 
and blotted out, before I come to appear before 
| him. In order to this, as I heartily bewail and 
| deteſt my former follies in this reſpect; fo I firmly 
purpoſe and reſolve to uſe my utmoſt endeavours 
for the time to come, not to give way any more to 
ſuch idle words and expreſſions, as are likely to be 
thus prejudicial to my eternal intereſt ; but always to 
conſider well before-hand, what, and how, and 
why I ſpeak, and ſuffer no corrupt communication to 
| proceed out of my math, but that which is good, to the 


uſe of edifying, that it may miniſter grace to the 


hearers, Eph. iv. 29. | | 
I know, there are ſome words, that are purely 
jocoſe, ſpoken with no other intent but only to 
promote mirth, and divert melancholy; and thefe 
words, ſo long as they are harmleſs and innocent, 
ſo long as they do not reflect diſhonour upon God, 
nor injure the character and reputation of my 
| neighbour, are very lawful and allowable ; inaſ- 
much as they conduce to the refreſhing and 
| reviving of my ſpirits, and the prefervation of 
my health. But then, I muſt always take care 
lo to wind and turn my diſcourſe, that what 
recreates me in ſpeaking, may profit others when 
ipoke ; that my words may not only be ſuck 
as have no malignity in them, but fuch as 
may be uſeful and beneficial ; not only fuch as do 
no hurt, but likewiſe ſuch as may do much good 

| do 


. -— 4 
* 2 . „ 
„ 3 
— - CEOS 3 
: 3 att 
: — — 
Py - 


* 

. 

4 
- 


* ONS 


* _ — —— "EY ——_ 
ä 
— ES . . 2 , 
Ld 9 „ * Þ 
n 3 
/ I 7 , . — 


— 
2 >" = 
* 3 WT - 


2 ? - Wh * * 2 ＋ * 3 
a 1 Pa.” 1 — nn 
f 4 * „„ A 5 
> * - * n 
— — — 


4 

* 
1 
| 
1 5 
1 * 
1 
- Wn 
-E 
1 

8 4 

* « | 
5 $ : 
Wo. 
. 
1 
13 
3 
N. 15 
| 


* r ee ITS EST” .; Wes * ASS — 
r — — IEA p — r 
R , 1 ＋ 1 n * - a 
J _ 3 — — 15.43 . You — 
ws 4 1699 « a 2 


38 
a 


"#5 7-8. 
5 ? — ? L 
— a Bn. - <I> Sn meer — 


45 <-CHR!STIAN RESOLUTIONS. 
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to others, as well as "myſelf. To this end. I firmly 
reſolve, by the grace of God, never to ſpeak only 
for the fake of ſpeaking, but to weigh each word 
before I ſpeak it, and to conſider the conſequence 
and tendency - of it, whether it may be really the 


occaſion of good or evil, or tend to the edifying or 


ſcandalizing of the perſon I ſpeak it to. 


RESOLVUTTEON nun.. 


I am reſolved, by the Grace: of GOD, not only to 


avoid the wickedneſs of ſwearing fatjely, but like- 
wiſe the very Appearance of ſwearing at all. 


5 PExony is a fin condemned by the very laws of 


nature; inſomuch that I ſhould wrong my na- 
tural faculties, ſhould I give way to, or be guilty 
of it. For the ſame nature that tells me, the per- 
fon of God is to be adored, tells me likewiſe, his 


name is to be reverenced; and what more horrid. 


impiety can poſſibly be imagined, than to proſti- 
tate the moſt ſacred name of the molt high God, to 


confirm the lies of finful men ? I knew, [wearing in 


a juſt matter, and right manner, may be as lawful 


under the New, as under the Old Teſtament ; for 
thus I find St. Paul ſaying, As God is true, 2 Cor. 


1 18, and ver. 23. I call Gd for a record upon my 
foul ; wherein is contained the very nature of an 
oath, which is, the calling God for a record andwit- 


neſs to the truth of what we ſpeak : But when it is 
to maintain falſehood, which is to an ill purpoſe, 


or lightly and vainly, which is to no purpoſe at all, 
it is a ſin of the higheſt aggravation, that ought,with 
the greateſt dereſtation and abhorrence, to be ſhun- 
ned and avoided. God faith, by Moſes, Lev. xx. 


12. Thou ſhalt not ſwear by my name falſely, neither 


halt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the 
Lord. And Exod. xx. 75. Deut. v. 11. Thou ſpat 
not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain, for the 


Lord will not hall him guiltleſs that taketh his 9 
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fy? No; it is the glorious Majeſty that rules 


is only he that wrought this faith in my heart, can 


himielf; otherwiſe, I aſcribe that to the creature, Eo 


[commanded me only not to ſwear by it: For, I 


vour to avoid even the mentioning of God, as well 


| openly with my mouth, leſt my name be written 
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CHRISTIAN . RESOLUTIONS. 47 


in vain, But farther, God ſays by CHRIST, Swear 
t at all, neither by heaven, for it is God's throne ; 
nor by the earth, for it is his fo:tſico!l, &c, So that 
not only, by God, and by Jesus; are oaths, but 
ſwearing by any of God's creatures, is, in a man- 
ner, to ſwear by God himſelf : I ſwear by the hea- 


vens; can the heavens hear, or witneſs what I 


there, that call upon to witneſs the truth of the 
words I bea, and the ſinfulneſs of my heart for 
ſwearing by them. Do I ſwear by my faith? But 
how is that? Can taith teſtify what I ſay ? No, it 


witnels the truth of my words. And, if I ſwear 
by the gifts ot God, 1 do in effect ſwear by God 


which is only compatible to the glorious Creator, 
eren the knowledge of the thoughts of my heart, 
how ſecret ſoever they be. 

But, again, there is more in the third command- | 
ment, than the devil would perſuade the world | 
there is: For, when God commands me not to | 
take his name in vain, it is more than if he had 


= 


cannot perſvade myſelf, but that every time I ſpeak 
of God, when I do not think of him, I take his 
name in vain: And, therefore, I ought to endea- 


as {wearing by him, unleſs upon urgent occaſions, 
and with reverence and reſpect becoming his Ma- 
jeſty; for queſtionleſs, O Lord, and O God, may 
be ſpoken as vainly, as, by the Lord, and by God: 
And therefore, I ought never to ſpeak ſuch words, 
without thinking really in my heart, what I ſpeak 


amongſt thoſe that take the name of God in vain. 
[But farther ſtill, I am reſolved not only to avoid 
downright ſwearing, but likewiſe the very appear - 
ance of it: So that, what doth but look like ” N 
oath, 
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oath, ſhall be as odious to me, as what looks like 


nothing elſe. | 
SOLUTION M. 


I am refolded, by the Grace of Gad, always to mal 


n tongue and heart go together, fo as never t1 
ſpeak with the one, what I ds not think in the o. 
. . 
Anf happineſs conſiſteth in nearneſs and vici. 
nity, fo doth my holineſs in likeneſs and 
conformity, to the chiefeſt good. I am fo much 
the better, as I am the liker the beſt ; and ſo much 
the holier, as J am more conformable to the holi- 
eſt, or rather to him who is holineſs itſelfk. Noy, 
one great title which the Moſt High is pleaſed to 
give himſelf,” and by which he is pleaſed to reveal 
himſelf to us, is the God of Truth: So that I ſhall 
be fo much the liker to the God of Truth, by hay 
much I am the more conſtant to the truth of God, 
And, the farther I deviate from this, the nearer! 
approach to the nature of the devil, who is the fi- 
ther of lies, and hers too, John viii. 44. And 
hence it is, that of all the fins the men of faſhion 
are guilty of, they can leaſt endure to be charged 
with lying. To give a man the lie, or to ſay, You 
lie, is looked upon as the greateſt affront that can 
be put upon them And why fo? But only be. 
cauſe this ſin of lying makes them. ſo like their fa. 
ther the devil, that a man had. almoſt as well call 


them devils, as liars; and therefore, to avoid ib 


. ſcandal and reproach, as well as the dangerous ma- 
lignity of this damnable fin, I am reſolved, by the 
bleſſing of God, always to tune my tongue an uniſon 
to my heart, ſo as never to ſpeak any thing, but 
what I think really to be true. So that, if ever | 
ſpeak what is not true, it ſhall not be the errour 9 
my will, but of my underſtanding. 


willige 


Barr 
ting 


Vail, 


; - » 9 . 
\ 2 * | 
* — 
ws oh * 
5 
1 


- 


I know, lies are commonly diſtinguiſhed into 
officious, pernicious, and jocoſe: And ſome may 
fancy ſome of them more tolerable than orhers. 
But, for my own part, I think they are all perni- 
cious, and therefore, not to be jeſted withal, nor 
indulged, upon any pretence or colour whatſoever. 


Not as-if it was a fin, not to ſpeak exactly as a 


thing is in itſelf, or as it ſeems to me in its literal 
meaning, without ſome liberty granted to rhetori- 
cal tropes and figures; [for, ſo the Scripture itſelf 


would be chargeable with lies; many things being 


contained in it, which are not true in a literal 
ſenſe 2 But, I muſt fo uſe rhetorical, as not to a- 
buſe my Chriſtian liberty; and, therefore, never 
make uſe of hyperboles, ironies, or other tropes 


| and figures; to deceive or impoſe upon my audi- 
tors, but only for the better adorning, illuſtrating, 


or confirming the matter. 
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But, there is another ſert of lies moſt men are 


apt to fall into, and they are promiſſory lies; to a- 
void which, 1 am reſolved never to promiſe any 
thing with my mouth, but what I intend to per- 


| form in my heart; and never to-intend to perform 


any thing, but what I am ſure Ican perform. For, 
this is the cauſe and occaſion of moſt promiſſory 


| hes, that we promiſe that abſolutely, which we 
| ſhould promiſe only conditionally. For, though 


I-may intend to do as I fay now, yet there are a 
thouſand weighty things may intervene, which 


may turn the balance of my intentions, or other- 


viſe hinder the performance of my promiſe. 80 
that unleſs I be abſolutely ſure I can do a thing, I 
muſt never abſolutely promiſe to do it; and, there - 


fore, in all ſuch promiſes, ſhall ſtill put in, God 


willing, or, by the help f God, at the ſame time 


liſting up mv heart to God, leſt I take his name in 
Vain, - | 
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their Virtues on!y behind their backs. 


12 commend men, when they are preſent, Ie. 
ſteem almoſt as great a piece of tolly as to re- 
prove them, when they are abſent; though I de 
confeſs, in ſome caſes, and to ſome perſons, it may 


be commendable; efpecially when the perſon is not 


apt to be puffed up, but ſpurred on by it. But to 
rail at others, when they hear me not, is the high. 
eſt piece of folly imaginable ; for, as it is impoſſible 
they ſhould get any good, fo is it impoſſible but 


! L 


#2153091 +HR/ESOLUBTIONOAHV<; in 
Tam reſclued, by the Grace of God, to ſpeak of 
cet her Men's Sins only before their faces, and of 


: 
4 


that I ſhould get much hurt by it. For, ſuch fort 


of words, make the-very beſt we can of them, are 
bur idle and unprofitable, and may not only prove 
injurious to the perſon of whom, but even to whom 
they are ſpoken, by woundiog the credit of the 


former, and the charity of the latter; and ſo by 


conſequence, my own ſoul ; nay, even though! 


= ſpeak: that which is true in itſelt, and know to be 


ſo to me: And, therefore, this way of back-bit- 
ting ought, by all means, to be avoided. 
But I muſt, much more, have a care of raiſing 


falſe reports concerning any one, or of giving cre: 


dit to them that raiſe them, or of paſſing my judge- 
ment, till J have weighed the matter: Leſt J tranſ. 


greſs the rules of mercy and charity, which com- 


mand me not to cenſure any one upon others ru- 
mours, or my own ſurmiſes ; nay, if the thing be 
in itſelf true, ſtill to interpret it in the bett ſenſe. 
But, it I muſt needs be raking in other mens ſores, 
it muſt not be behind their backs, but before their 
faces; for, the one is a great fin, and the other 
may be as great a duty, even to reprove my neigh 


bour for doing any thing offenſive unto. God, 0! 


deſtructive to his own icul; till endeavouring {0 
| | 0 


ſorts, 
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Other 
eigk⸗ 
d, or 
ing {0 

0 


— 


cn IAN RESOLUTIONS. 637 


to manage the reproof, as to make his ſin loath- 
ſome to him, and prevail upon him, if poſſible, to 
forſake it: But, there is a great deal of Chriſtian 
prudence and diſcretion; to be uſed in this, leſt o- 
thers may juſtly reprove me for my indiſcreet re- 
proof of others. I muſt ſtill fit my reproof to the 
time when, the perſon to whom, and the fin againſt 
which, it is deſigned ; ſtill. contriving with myſelf 
haw to carry on this duty fo, as that by converting 

a ſinner from the evil. of his ways, I may fave « 
ſoul from death, and cover a multitude of fins, 
Jam. v. 29. Not venting my anger againſt the per- 
ſon, but my ſorrow for the ſin that is reproved. 
Hot, paſſionate, and reviling words, will not ſo 
much exaſperate a man againſt his ſin that is re- 
proved, as againſt the perſon that doth reprove it. 
It is not the wrath of man that worketh the righ- 
teouſneſs of God, Jam, i. 20. But this, of all the 
duties, muſt be performed with the ſpirit of lave- 

and meekneſs; I muſt firſt inſinuate myſelf into 


| his affeCtions, and then preſs his fin upon his con- 
| ſcience, and that directly or indirectly, as the per- 


ſon, matter, or occaſion ſhall require; that ſo he 
that is reproved by me now, may have cauſe to 
bleſs God for me to all eternity, | 


RESOLUTION v. 


Lam reſolved, by the Grace of G9D, always to ſpeak 


reverently to my Superiours, humbly to my Inſe- 
7191rs, and civilly to all. 


HE moſt high God, the maſter of this great 
family, the world, for the more orderly go- 
vernment of it, hath, according to his infinite wiſ- 
dom, ſet ſome in higher, ſome in lower places, 
hath made ſome as ſtewards, others as under-ſer- 
vants ; and according to every man's work that he. 


| expects from him, he meaſures out his talents to 


him, Bleſſed be his name for it, he hath ſet me 
2 „ in 
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in a middle form; giving me Agar's wiſh, ſubjet 
neither to envy on one hand, nor pity on the other; 
ſo that T have both ſuperiours to reverence, and 
in feriours to condeſcend to. And accordingly, it 


is my duty ſo to behave myſelf towards them, that 
the reverent expreſſions of my mouth may manifeſt 
the obedient ſubjection of my heart to the power 


and authority God has given them over me. It 55 


the expreſs command ot the goſpel, that we ſhonld 


render to every man his due, Fear to whom fear, 
honeur to whom honour belongeth, Rom. xiii. 14, 
which words plainly imply, both that- it is fome 
mens due; to receive honour, and other mens duty 
to give it. And accordingly, we find Paul, when 
he was brought before Feſtus, doth not ſay, Art 
thou he whom they call Feſtus? or thou Feſtus, as 
the miſguided enthuſtaſts, in our days, would have 


ſaid.; bur, Moſt noble Feſtus, Acts xxvi. 25. In 


like manner, St. John doth not call her he writes 
to, in his ſecond epiſtle, being a perfon of quality, 
Woman, but, Ele# lady. And this ſort of reve 


"rence is farther confirmed to us, not only by the 


conſtant cuſtom of all nations, in all ages of the 
world, but it is likewiſe highly agrecable to. the 
rules of right reaſon, as well as the order of go- 
vernment. For, as there is both a natural and ci 
vil tuperiority, a ſuperiority in gifts and age, and 


a a ſuperiority likewiſe in office and tation ; ſo there 


is nothing can be more neceſſary, than that there 
thou!d be, in both theſe reſpects a reverence and 
reſpect paid to the perſons of men, anſwerable t0 
theſe diſtinctions. And therefore, I cannot but 
condemn that rude and unmannerly behaviour of 
tome of our modern ſchiſmatics towards their ſu- 
periours, as factious and unreaſonable, as well # 
repugnant to the dictates of the Divine Spiri, 
which the Prophets and Apoſtles were inſpired and 


And, 


7 * "2 * * * 
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jeQ And, as there is a reverence due from inferiours 7 

er; to ſuperiours in point. of converſation, ſo likewile 1 
and are there ſome decent regards and civilities to be 

„ i ſhewed even by ſuperiours to their inferiours, who 

that are always to be treated with candour a nd conde- 4 
teſt ſcenſion, in their ordinary capacities; and even L 
wer when they are conſidered as criminals, with meek- "1H 

It is neſs and moderation, inſomuch that, methinks, it 

"Ald is one of the worſt ſights in the world, to ſee ſome 

ear, men that are gotten upon a little higher ground | 
17, than their neighbours are, to look proudly and - - Wl 

ome ſcornfully down upon all that are below them, diſ - : 

duty daining to vouchſafe them the leaſt favour or re- 

Then ſpect whatſoever, Such churliſh, haughty, and : | 
Art foul-mouthed Nabals as theſe, are not only very | 

85 a5 unjuſt, and unreaſonable in their behaviour to o- | 

have thers, but they are certainly the greateſt enemies 

In to themſelves, that they have in all the world be- 

reites I ſides; not only by drawing upon them the hatred 

ality, and enmity-of all that are about them, but likewiſe 

reve- WF by tormenting themſelves with ſuch. frivolous things, 


y the as ſuch ſpirits commonly do. Wherefore, that 1 
F the Bi may pleaſe God, my-neighbour, and myſelf, in 


the what I ſpeak, though I could exceed other men, 
f go- (which is impoſſible for me to ſuppoſe) in every 
ad ci. ching; I reſolve by God's grace, always to behave 
, and WF myſelf fo, as if I excelled them in nothing; and 
there not only to ſpeak reverently to them that are above 
there me, but humbly and civilly to thoſe that are be- 
e and neath me too. I will always endeayour to uſe ſuch 
ble to humble and winning words, as to. manifeſt more of 
t but i my love to them than my power over them: I will 
ur of alway ſeaſon my tongue. with ſavoury, not bitter 
ir fu. <xpreflions, not making my mouth a vent for my 
rel) s fury and paſſion to fume out at, but rather an in- 
Spiri, {trument to draw others love and affection in by ; 


d and i ſtill (peaking as civilly unto others, as I would have 
them ſpeak. civilly to me. | 
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- 


. n 1 


Concerning my A CTION 8. 


E pl other way of my ſoul's putting forth and 
ſhewing herſelf to the world, is by her actions, 


which it concerns me as much to look to and re: 
gulate, as my words; foraſmuch as there is not the 
leaſt ill circumſtance in any action, but what, un- 
Jeſs it be repented of, muſt be brought into que. 


tion, and anſwered for, at the laſt day: For, tho“ 
an action cannot be denominated good, unleſs it 


be good in all circumſtances and reſpects; yet it is 
always denominated bad, if it is bad only in one. 
As it is in muſic, if but one ſtring jar, or be out of 
tune, the whole harmony is ſpoiled ; ſo here, if but 
one circumſtance in an action be wanting or de- 
fective, the whole action is thereby rendered immo- 
—_ 5 15 

How much, therefore, doth it behove me to 
keep a ſtri&t watch over myſelf, and ſo to perform 
every action, and place every circumſtance in it, 
that it may have its approbation in the court of 
heaven? Well, I am reſolved, by the are 
God, to try what I can do. I know it is impoſſible 
for me to reſolve upon particular actions: But 


howſoever I ſhall reſolve upon ſuch general rules, 


the application of which to particular acts may make 
them pleaſing and acceptable in the fight, of God; 


always premiſing this which I have reſolved upon 


before, as the beſt foundation, viz. to ſquare all 
my actions by the ſcripture-rule, and to do nothing 


but what I have, ſome way or other, a warrant 
from the word of God. Upon this fixed and ſtea- 
dy principle, | 
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Tam r efolved, by the Grace: of GOD, to dy every thing. 
in obedience to the Will of GOD. © 5 

T is not fufficient, that what 1 do is the will of 


- 


nd 


God, but I muſt therefore do it becauſe it is the 

ns. will of God, For, what faith my Father? My ſor 
re: give me thine heart, and let thine eyes obſerve my —_—_ 
the ways, Prov. xxiii. 26. So that my Father will not =_ 
un only have my hand, but my heart too. And my | 
ue · feet muſt not walk in the ways of God, till my eyes 
ho” have obſerved and diſcerned them to be ſo. I may 
s it do an action that is in itſelf good, and yet, at the 
it is ſame time, not do a good action, if I do not there- | 
Ne. fore do it, becauſe it is ſo: For example; I may b 
t of give an alms to the poor, feed the hungry, or | 
bur cloath the naked: but let me examine and conſi- | 
de. der well, upon what principle theſe actions are + 
mo- founded, whether I therefore do them, becauſe | 

Cod hath commanded them; if not, my feeding —_ 
to WW the poor will be no more a good action, than: the 8 
orm ravens feeding the prophet was, 1 Kings xvii. 6. =_ 
1 it, Their feeding of the prophet was commanded by 
t of God, as well as my feeding of the poor; but I can- | 
e not ſay, they did a good action, becauſe though bh 
Able they did do.this which was commanded by God, 
But yet being irrational creatures, they could not refleck 
ules, upon that command, and ſo could not do this in 
nake WW Obedience to it. 5 3 
30d; There are ſome perſons, to the very frame and 
apon diſpoſition of whoſe ſpirits ſome ſins are, in their | 
e all WF Pature, odious and abominable. Thus I have - BB 
thing known ſome, whoſe very conſtitutions have carried ll 
rrant WF them into an antipathy to luſt and luxury; and ok 
ftea- chers again, who could never endure to drink be- 


| yJond their thirſt, much leſs to unman and bebeaſt || 
themſelves by drinking to exceſs. And the like | 
may be obſerved of covetouſneſs, which Luther 
Was ſuch an enemy to, that it is ſaid to be * 
| | a nls 
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= his very nature. Now, I ſay, though the abſtain- 
= 


ing from theſe ſins be highly commendable in all 


ſorts of perſons, yet, unleſs, together with the 


\ fireams of their natural diſpoſition, there run like. 
wiſe a ſpiritual defire to pleaſe God, and obey his 


commands, their ; abſtaining from theſe vices is no 
more than the brute- beaſts themſelves do, who al - 


ways act according to the temper of their bodies, 


and are never guilty of any exceſſes that are pre- 
„„, | | 
Hence, ſervants are commanded f be obedient to 


their maſters, with good vill deing ſervice as ta the 


Lord, and not to men, Eph. vi. 5, 6, 7. which clear- 
ly. ſhews, that though a ſervant doth obey his ma- 
ſer, yet if he doth not do it in obedience to God, 


he will not find acceptance with him. So that, 


whenſoever I ſet my hand to any action that is 
good, I muſt ſtill fix my eye upon (iod's command- 
ing of it, and do it only in reſpect to that; as 


knowing, that if I give but a farthing to the poor, 
1a all my life, and do it in obedience to God's com- 


mands, it ſhall be accepted ſooner than theirs, who 
feed hundreds at their table every day, and have 
not reſpect to the ſame command. 5 

Do ſee a poor wretch ready to fall down to the 
earth ſor want of a little ſupport, and my bowels 
begin to yearn towards him? Let me ſearch into my 
heart, and ſee what it is that raifes this compaſſion in 
me. If it flows only from a natural tendernefs to a 
brother in miſery, without regard to the love of 
God, who has commanded and enjoined it, the poor 
man may be ſuccoured and relieved, but God will 
not be pleaſed or delighted with it. Again; do my 
friends ſtir me. up to pray or hear, or do any other 
ſpiritual or civil action, and I therefore only do it 
becauſe of their importunity ? I may ſatisfy my 


friends deſire, but cannot properly be ſaid to obef 


the commands of God, in fuch a performance: 80 
that the great and only foundation that I muſt fe. 


ſolve 


9 j 
* : * * 
os : 
Nb 
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folve to build all the actions of my life upon, is 
an uniform obedience to that God, by whom alone 
I am enabled to perform them. | 


RESOLUTION: II. 


I am reſolved, by the Grace of 60D, io do every, 
thing with Prudence and Diſcretion, as well as 
_ with Zeal and Affection. | 


LJ HILST FI am penned up in this earthly taber- 
| - nacle, I live almoſt as in a darkfome dun- 
geon, having no light to work by, but a little that 
ſprings in at the narrow crevices of my underſtand- 
ing. So that T had nced to make uſe of all that 
little light and knowledge I have, to regulate the 
heat and zeal that ſometimes fits upon my ſpirit. 


For good paſſions may ſometimes carry me into bad 


actions: My zeal, when hot in the purſuit of God's 
glory, may ſometimes hurry me beyond his laws ; 
efpecially; when Chriſtian prudence hath not firſt 
chalked out the way, and ſet the bounds for it: As, 
in diſcourſe, my zeal may put me upon throwing 
pearls before ſwine, or uſing words, when ſilence 
may be more commendable : So, in my actions 
too, unleſs wiſdom and diſcretion govern and com- 
mand my affections, I ſhall frequently run into 
fuch as would be altogether needleſs and imperti- 


nent, and therefore ought to be omitted; and dai- 


ly negle& ſeveral duties, which ought to be per- 

formed. A 
But, my underſtanding and . diſcretion is chiefly 
requiſite tor the ordering of time and place, and 
other particular circumſtances, the irregular ma- 
nagement of which may eably ſpoil the beſt of ac- 
ons. For ioftance, that may be a good work at 
one time and place, which is not at another; and 
may be very innocent and becoming in one perſon, 
though quite contrary in another. It is therefore 
the proper office of mv underſtanding to point out 
| | ! ". Mo 
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the fitteſt time, and place, and perſon, for the per: 


formance of each action I engage in. As for ex. 
ample, in diſtributing. to the poor, my hand of 
charity muſt be either guided by the eye of under. 


ſtanding, where, when, how much, and to whom 


to give; or elſe I may, at the ſame time, not only 


effend God, but wrong my neighbour and myſelf 


roo. And fo for all other actions whatſoever, which 


I ought therefore never to ſet myſelf about, though 
it be of the loweſt rank, without - conſulting the 


rules of wiſdom, modelled by the law of God. 


RESOLUTION II. 


Fam reſolved, by the Grace of GD, never to ſet: 


my Hand, my Head, or my Heart, about any 


thing but what I verily believe is good in itſelf, and 5 


l be eteemedſo by Cb. 


77 1THOUT faith, the Apoſtle tells me, it is im: 
-*.._ » poffible to pleaſe God, Heb. xi. 5. For whatſ1: 


ever is not of faith, is fin, Rom. xiv. 23. Where, 


by faith, we are not to underſtand- that faving 
faith, whereby I believe that my perſon. is 
juſtified through CarisT.; but that, whereby Ibe: 
lieve that my works ſhall be accepted by GOD: 
For faith here is oppoſed to doubting ; and that, 


not about CHRIsT's dying for me, or my living ia 


him, but about the particular actions of my lite, 


He that doubteih, ſaith the Apoſtle, is damned if he 


eat; that is, He that cateth that which he doubts 


eth whether it may be lawfully eat or no, is damn- 


ed, becauſe he ſins in doing it, and therefore may 


be damned for it, But why ſo ? becauſe he eateth 


not of faith; becauſe he doth that which he knows 
not whether he may do or no, not-believing it t0 


be really good in itſelf, or acceptable unto God, 
And, though the Apoſtle here inſtances only 1! 
that particular action of eating, yet what he {ys 
wich relation to that, is properly applicable to l 


the- 


) ſet: 
any 
and 


im 
44½. 
ere; 
wing 
n is 
] bee 
0D: 
that, 
ng in 
f life, 


oubt- I 


amil- 
may 
eateth 
Os 
it 10 
God. 
ly- 11 
e ſays 
to all 

the- 


| thinking it ſo, will make it ſo to me. 


latter, 
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the other actions of life: For he afterwards ſub+ 
joins, Whatſeever is not of faith, is ſin; whatſoever 


it is, good or bad, if not done by faith, it is ſin. 
And truly, this particular will be of great uſe 
through my whole life, for the avoiding of many 
ſins, and for the doing of much good: For, many 
things, which are good in themſelves, may, for 
want of faith, become quite otherwiſe to me; my 


heart not believing what I do is good, my hand 
can never make it 10. 
bad, though it be not ſo in itſelf, yet my very 


Or, if J think what I do is 


And this is what we call doing any thing with a 
good conſcience, or keeping, as St. Paul did, our 
conſcience void of offence, And to go contrary 
to the dictates of .my conſcience in this particular, 
is to tranſgreſs the commands of God. For in 


this, conſcience is as God's vicegerent in my foul; 
what conſcience commands, God commands; what 


conſcience forbids, God forbids ; that is, I am as 
really under the power of conſcience, as the com- 
mands of God in ſuch a caſe. So that, if I do not 
obey the former, it is impoſſible for me to obey the 
But how much then doth it behove me to 
lee, that my conſcience be rightly informed in eve- 
ry thing? For as, if a judge be miſinformed, it is 
impoſſible he ſhould pats righteous-judgement ; ſo, 
if conſcience be miſinformed, it is impoſſible I 
ſhould do a righteous act. And, in what a miſerable 
caſe thall I then be? If I do what is in itſelf ſinful, 
though my conſcience tells me it is good, yet I fin, 
becauſe the act in itſelf is finful ; and if I do what 
in itſelf is good, and my conſcience tells me-it is 
bad, becauſe my conſcience tells me it is bad, I ſin 
becauſe my conſcience tells me ſo: So that as my 
conſcience is, ſo will my actions be. | 
For this reaſon, I reſolve, in the preſence of my 


great Creator, never to do any thing, till I have 
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firſt informed my conſcienee, from che word of 
God, whether it be lawful for me to do it, or no; 


or in cafe it be not determined there, to make a 
ſtrict ſearch and inquiry into each circumſtance of 
it, conſidering with myſelf what good or evil may 
iſſue from it, and ſo what good or evil there is in 
it; and according as my conſcience, upon the hear. 


ing of the argument ou both ſides, ſhall decide the 
matter, I ſhall de, or not do it; never underta- 


king any thing upon mere ſurmiſes, becauſe it may 
be good, but upon a real and thorough perſuaſion 
that it is ſo. F111 3 | 


RESOLUTION IV. 


Yon reſolve, by the Grace of GOD, to do all things 


| Vor the Glory of GOD. | 


A'S I was not made by, ſo neither for, myſelf; 
| for God, ſays the wiſe man, made all things 


for h:mfelf, Prov. xvi. 4. And being thus made 


for GOD, it follows of courſe, that I ought to act 
for God ; otherwiſe I ſhall fruſtrate the end of my 
creation. Inſomuch that whatſoever I make my 


chief aim in what I do, I make that my God: Do 


I aim at the glory of the All-glarious Jehovah ? It 
is him I make my God: Dol aim at riches ? Then 
it is Mammon I make my God: And therefore it 
is, that covetouſneſs is called idolatry, Col. iii. 5. 
Do I aim at pleaſures? It is my ſenſes I make my 
God, Phil. iii. 19. Do Laim at popular applaule, 
or worldly advancement ? Or, do I aim at my own 
health or life? Theſe are my gods. For what ö 
worſhipping, but making all the powers of my ſoul, 


and actions of my body to bow and ſtoop to them! 


Hence it is, that the moſt High God, who hati 
ſaid, He will not give his glory to another, hath 
been ſo expreſs in commanding me to do all thing 


to his glory, Whether ye cat or drink, ſays the & 


poſits, 


Fg 


infor 
lure, 
to be 
him. 


my | 


ER 


* 
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poſtle, Or whatſoever you ao, do all things to the glory 
of God, 1 Cor. X. 31. 7 1 

But how can I, poor worm, be ſaid to do any 
| thing to the glory of the eternal God ? Why, in. 
the ſame manner as he is ſaid to do what he doth. 


for his own glory; and how is that? By manifeſt- 


ing his glory to others. Thus, if I can but fo live 
and act, as thereby to evidence, that the God I 


ſerve is a glorious God, glorious in holineſs, glorious 
in goodnefs, glorious in wiſdom, glorious in power, 
and the like; this is doing all things to the glory 
of God. For example, by praying to God, I a- 


vouch him to be a God, infinite in knowledge, that 
he is preſent with me, and hears me pray, where - 


ſocver I am; and I own him to be infinite in 
mercy, in that he will ſuffer ſuch a ſinful crea- 
ture as I am, to addreſs myſelf to him, &c. And 


| {> there is not the leaſt action I undertake, but 1 
am ſo to manage it, as to manifeſt the glory of 


God by it, making it my end and Gdefign ſo to do; 


otherwite let me do what I will, I am ſure to fin; 


for though I confeſs, a good end can never make a 


bad action good, yet a bad end will always make a 


good action bad: 90 that, as ever I would do any 
thing that is good, I muſt be ſure to do it to the 
glory of God. Ly 7 = 


RESOLUTION: VT: 


1 am reſolved, by the Grace of COD, to mingle fuch 


. Bujmeſs by my Recreations. 
Hau wholly devoted myſelf to God, all 1 


have, or am, is ſtall to be improved for him ; 


Recreations with my Bufineſs, as to further my 


inſomuch that was it not for the neceflities of na- 


ture, every moment of my lite ſhould, and ought 
to be {pent in the immediate worſhip and ſervice of 
him. But though nature requires ſome time from 


My ſolemn ſerving him, for the recreating of my- 
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2 CHRISTIAN RESOLUTIONS. 
ſelf; yet grace requireth, that this recreating of 
myſelf ſhould ſtill be for the promoting his ſervice. | 
ſo that my recreations do not only fit me for fur. 
ther ſervice, but they in themſelves ſhould, ſome 
way or other, be ſerviceable to him; which that 
they may be, I muſt have as great a care in the 


2 


— 


choice, as in the uſe of my recreation. 


There are ſome recreations that are ſo far from 
conducing to his ſervice; that they may make more 


for the incenſing of his wrath: As drinking and 


gaming, which though in themſelves lawful, yet, 


as they often prove an occaſion of ſwearing, lying, 


cheating and contention amongſt men, and, by 
conſequence, of wrath in God; ſo they ought, by 
all means, to be ſhunned and aveided. Indeed, it 
may be queſtioned, whether gaming be ever a 
law ful recreation? For, either it is a lottery, 
or not. If it be a lottery, it is not lawful, becauſe 
it is a great preſumption and fin, to ſer God at 
work to recreate ourſelves; for poor nothings to 
employ the chiefeſt good, immediately to determine 
tuch frivolous and trifling impertinencies. If it be 
not a lottery, then it is not a pure recreation; for 
if it depends upon man's wit and ſtudy, it exerciſes 
his brain and ſpirits as much as if he were about 
other things. So that being on one fide not law- 


ful, on the other ſide, no recreation; it can, on 
no ſide, be a lawful recreation. | 3 
For, what is the end of recreation, but to revive 


my languiſhing ſpirits, to let them reſt and be quiet 
a little, when they are tired with too much exer- 
ciſe, that they be freſher, livelier, and fitter for 


work afterwards? Hence it is, that God indeed 


hath provided a recreation for all fenſible creatures, 


MNeep; which is the reſt of the ſpirits in the nerves. 


When the little animal ſpirits have been all the day 
running up and down upon the ſoul's errands, te 


lie down tilt and quiet, is a great refreſhment and 
revivement to them, provided ſtill, that it be mo- 


derately 


& - 
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derately uſed. Whereas the indulging ourſelves 
too much in it, is rather a clogging and ſtupifying 
of them; as we ſee in our bodies, which, when not 
accuſtomed to, are molt averſe from, and unfit for 
exercite. .- + „„ ; | 
So that the chief and only time for recreation, is, 
when my ſpirits are either weary with labour and 
ſtudy, or. elſe called in to ſome neceſſary employ- 


ment in ſome other place; as at, and after meals, 


eſpecially ſuch as are of a hard digeſtion; for then 


the ſpirits have enough to do, to turn the food we 


eat into good nouriſhment. And, therefore, the 
intenſeneſs of ſtudy, running, wreſtling, and ſuch- 
like violent exerciſes, are not proper at ſuch a time; 


| becauſe, in ſtudying, we draw the fpirits from the 
ſtomach to the head; ſo, in the other exerciſe, 


ſuch as moderate walking, conference and free diſ- 
courſe, about common but neceſſary points, we 
ſend them from the ſtomach into other parts of 
the body, where they are to be ſet on work. 

But, that which I have found the beſt recrea- 


tion, both to my body and mind, whenſoever either 
of them ſtands in need of it, is muſic, which excr- 


ciſes, at once, both my body and my ſoul ; eſpe- 


cially, when I play myſelf. , For then, mechinks, 


the ſame motion that my hand makes upon the in- 
ſtrument, the inſtrument makes upon my heart; 


it calls in my ſpirits, compoſes my thoughts, delights 


my ear, recreates my mind, aud fo, not ouly fits 
me for - after-bufineſs, but fills my heart, at the 
preſent, with pure and uſeful- thoughts, ſo that 
when the muſic ſounds the ſweetlieſt in my ears, 
truth commonly flows the cleareſt into my mind, 
And hence it is, that I find my ſoul is become 
more harmonious, by being accuſtomed ſo muck 
to harmony, and ſo averſe to all manner of diſ- 
cord, that the leaſt jarring ſound, either in notes 


or words, ſeem very harſh and unpleaſant to me. 


F 2 That 


— 
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That there i is ſomething more than ordinary | 


Is 
Lani; appears froin David's making ule of it, for 


driving away the evil ſpirit from Saul, and*Elifha for 
the bringing of the good ſpirit upon himſelf. From, 


which Lam induced to believe, that there is really 
a ſort of ſecret and charming power in it, that, ow 
'turally diſpells from the mind, all or moſt of- thoſe 
black humours, which the tl ſpirit ufes to brood 
upon, and, by compoſing it into a more regular, 
ſweet and docible diſpoſition, renders it the fitter for 
the holy Spirit to work upon, the more ſuſceptive 
of divine grace, and more faithful me ſſenger, 
whereby to convey truth to the underſtanding, 
But however that be, 1 muſt neceſſarily acknow- 
«ledge, that of all recreations, it is by far the moſt 
ſuitable to my temper and diſpoſition, as it is not 
only an exerciſe to my body, but to my mind too; 
my ſpirits being thereby made the more nimble and 
active, and, by conſequence, the fitter to wait upon 
my ſoul, and be employed by her, in whatever 
buſineſs ſhe is engaged. | 
Put in this and all other recreations, I nh al. 
ways take care not to exceed my meaſure, either in 
point of time or intention; I muſt not follow them 
too cloſè, nor ſpend too many hours in them; but 
Mill re ſolve to uſe them, as they may not become 2 
faare to me, but anſwer the ends for which they 
were deſigned ; that when God ſhall call we to it, 
I may give him as good an account of my recrea- 
tions, as of my neceſſary duties. 8 


* eee eee 
Concerning my Relations. 


BU be not deceived, O my ſoul ! ay art not 
yet advanced far enough ; it is not ſufficient to 
pretend to — in wy thoughts and SO 
and 
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and in my words and actions; unleſs I "expreſs it 
likewiſe in all the relations and conditions of life. 
The commandments of God are ſaid to be ex- 
ceeding broad; they extend themſelves to every 
capacity I can poſſibly be in, not only enjoining me 
to live ſoberly in reſpect to myſelf, but righteouſly 
to my neighbour, obediently to my ſovereign, lov- 
ing to my wife, and faithfully to my people; o- 
therwiſe I cannot live holily unto God; and there- 
fore, if 1 would be thoroughly religions, I muſt 
farther endeavour to fix my reſolutions with regard 
to the ſeveral duties the Mott High expects from 
me, in all theſe particular relations 1 bear. to him, 
during my ſojourning here on earth. 


KESO LUTION KL mans 

I. am refolued, by the Grace of 60D, to hanour 
and obey the. King, or Prince, whom God 1s pleaſed 
to ſet over me, as well as to expect that he ſhould - 


ſafeguard and protect me, whom God is pleaſed is 
ſet under him. | | 


"THE King of kings, and Lord of lords, the 
erin great and glorious Monarch of all the world, 
hem having enacted many gracious laws, is pleaſed to 

but ſer over every kingdom and nation, ſuch perſons 28 
me 2 may put them in execution. So that, 1 cannot 
they but look upon a lawful king, as truly a repreſen- 


tative of the Moſt High God, as a parliament is of 
the people; and am therefore perfuadedy. that 
whoever rebels againſt him, rebels againſt God 
| himſelf, not only in that he rebels againſt the ordi- 
nance of God, and ſo, againft the God of that 
ordinance, but becauſe he rebels againſt him, whom 
| God hath ſer up as his Vicegerent, to repreſent his 
perſon and execute his laws in ſuch a part of his 

dominions. n 1 
Hlence it is, that theſe two precepts, Fear God, 
and honour the king, are ſo often joined together in 
7 =: holy 


j 
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1 


Lf holy writ; for he that fears God's power cannot 15 
bdut honour his authority; and he that honours ſhe 
i not the king, that repreſents God, cannot be ſaid Sig 
1 to fear God, who is repreſented by him. And Cl 
= hence likewiſe, it is, that God hath been. as ſtrict po 
Ft and expreſs in enjoining us obedience to our go- lo. 
kY vernours as to himſeif; for thus ſaith the Lord of WW ha 
l + hoſts, Rom, xiii. 1.* Let every ſoul be ſubject to the pra 
. higher powers. Why ? Becauſe there is. no power Over 
. but' of Cod; the fowers thut be, are ordained of God. ma 


And he hath denounced as great a judgement WF an: 
_ againſt ſuch as rebel againſt the magiſtrate, as he hath eſp 
ordaincd againſt thoſe that rebel againſt himſelf : Fir WWF ths 
whoſoever reſiſteth the power, reſiſteih the erdinance if line 
God ; and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves WW foe: 
damnation, ver. 2. $9 that the wrath of God ſhall 
as certainly fall upon thoſe that riſe up againſt the 
king, as upon thoſe that fight againſt God. And 
no wonder, that the puniſhment ſhould be the 
ſame, when the fault is the ſame: For he that 
Fights againſt his king, fights againſt God himſfel},. 
who hath inveſted him with that power and autho- 
Tity to govern his people, repreſenting his own glo- 
rious Majeſty before them. 125 
Upon this ground it is, that I believe the wicked. 
zels of _a prince cannot be a ſufficient plea for the 
diſobedience of his ſubjects ; for it is not the holi- 
neſs, but the authority of God that he repreſents, 
which the moſt wicked, as well as the moſt holy. 
perfon may be endowed with: And therefore, 
when the goſpel firſt began to ſpread itſelf over the 
earth, though there was no Chriſtian king, or ſu- 
preme magiſtrate, of what title ſoever, to cherill 
and protect it; nay though the civil powers were 
then the greateſt enemies to it; yet, even then 
were the diſciples of CHRIST enjoined to ſubmit 
/ themſelves to every ordinance of man, for the 
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| Infomuch that, did I live amongſt the Turks, I 


| ſhould look upon it as my duty to obey the Grand 


Signior, in all his lawful edicts, as well as the moſt- 


Chriſtian and pious king in the world. For ſup- 


poſe a prince be never ſo wicked, it doth not fol- 


low, that I muſt. not obey him. In ſuch a caſe, I 
have another duty added to this; and that is, to 
pray for him, and intercede with God for his con- 
| verſion :: For, thus hath the King of Kings com- 


> 


manded , that prayers, ſupplications, interceſſions, 
and giving of thanks, be made for all men, ſo more 


lineſs and honeſty, 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. 


eſpecially, for kings and thoſe that are in authority, , 
that we may live @ quiet and peaceable life, in all god-' 
So that, when- 
ſoever | addreſs to the court of heaven, I muſt be 
| ſure to remember my ſovereign upon earth, that-: 


God would be pleaſed to enable his ſervant to reign 


on earth, as himſelf doth in heaven, in righteouſ - 


neſs and mercy, But eſpecially, in caſe of any 
ſeeming or real default or defect, though I do not 


ſovereign's actions, 1am to be the more earneſt ia 
my prayers and interceſſions for-higm... | 


| think it a ſubject's duty to judge or cenſure their 


* 


And, if Lam thus ſtrictly obliged to honour, 


obey, and pray for a bad prince, how much more 
| ſhould I pay thoſe duties to one, who repreſents 
God, not only in his authority, but in his holinefs 


too? In this caſe, ſure, as tHere is a double engage - 


ment to reverence and obedience, ſo I am doubly 
puniſhable, if I neglect to ſhew it, either to the 
prince himſelf, or thaſe that are ſet under him; 
tor the ſame obligations that lie upon me, for my 
obedience to the king, bind me likewiſe to obey his 


inferiour - officers and magiſtrates, that act under 
| him; and that for this reaſon, becauſe, as be re- 


preſents God, ſo they repreſent him; and, there- 


tore, whatever they command, in his name, I look 


upon it as much my duty to obey, as if it was com- 


manded by his own mouth; and, accordingly, do, 


from 
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from this moment, by the grace of God, reſolve tg 
put this duty in practice. | e 


RESOLUTION n. 
J am reſolved, by the 


conflant in loving of my Wife, as cautious in chuſing 
2 +364 -7 | JE 


T Hough it be not neceſſary for me to reſolve 
, upon marrying, yet it may not be improper to 
reſolve, in caſe I ſhould, to follow theſe rules of 
duty; firſt in the choice of a wife; and, ſecond- 
ly, in the affection that I ought to bear towards 
A * b | 

As for the firſt, I ſhall always endeavour to 
make choice of fuch a woman for my ſpouſe, who 
hath firft made choice of CarisT as a ſpouſe for 


herſelf; that none may be made one fleſh with me, 


who is not made alſo one ſpirit with CarisT my 
Saviour. For I look upon the image of CHRIST 


as the beſt mark of beauty I can behold in her; 
and the Grace of God, as the beſt portion I can 
receive with her. Theſe are the excellencies, which 
though not viſible to carnal. eyes, are nevertheleſs 
agreeable to a ſpiritual heart; and ſuch as all wik 
and good men cannot chuſe but be enamoured with, 
For my own part, oy ſeem to me ſuch neceſſary 


qualifications, that my heart trembles at the thoughts 
of ever having a wife without them. What ? ſhal 
I marry one that is wedded already to her ſins? or 
have poſſeſſion of her body only, when the devil 
hath poſſeſſion of her ſoul? ſhall ſuch a one be u- 


nited to me here, who ſhall be ſeparated from me 


for ever hereafter, and be condemned to ſcorch in 
everlaſting burning? No, if it ever be my lot to 
enter into that ſtate, I beg of God, that he wouid 


direct me in the choice of ſuch a wife only to lie in 
my boſom here, as may afterwards be admitted to 


reſt in Abraham's boſom. to all eternity; fuch-a 


| One, 


fame Divine Grace, to be 


that 
U Nurd 
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one, that we may be both entitled to fing, to re- 
joice, and be bleſſed together for ever, in hea- 
ven. 1 

That this, therefore, may be my portion and fe- 
licity, I firmly reſolve never to ſet upon a deſign, 
before I have firſt ſolicited the throne of grace, 
and begged of my heavenly Father, to honour me 
with the partnerſhip of one of his beloved children; 
and ſhall afterwards be as careful and cautions as I 
can, never to fix my affections upon any woman 
for a wife, til I am thoroughly perſuaded of the 
grounds I have to love her, as a true Chriſtian. _ 
It I could be thus happy, as to meet with a wife 
of theſe qualities and endowments, it would be im- 
poſſible for me not to be hearty and fincere in my 
affection toward her, even though I had the great- 
elt temptations to place them upon another: For, 
how could I chuſe but love her, who has God for 
her father, the church for her mother, and hea» 
ven for her portion; who loves God, and is belo- 
ved of him ? eſpecially, when I conſider, that thus 
to love her, will not only be my duty but my haps 
pineſs too. 8 . | . 
As to the duty, it is frequently inculcated in the 
ſcripture, that h14/bards ſhould love their wiver, and 
chat not with a common love, but as Chriſt loved his 
urch, Eph. v. 25. yea, as their aun body, ver.. 
28. or, as themſelves, ver. 33. and they are ſo to 
love them, as rot to be bitter againſt them, Col. lit. 
19. not to be paſſionate or angry with them upon 
every light matter, nor ſuffer their reſeatments to 
riſe to that height, upon any occaſion whatſoever, 
as to abate the leaſt ſpirk of conjugal affection to- 
wards them, but to nouriſh and cheriſh them, even 
$45 the Lord the church. In a word, to do all the 
kind offices they can fer them, in their civil capa- 
ems, and to help and forward them, by all means 
pofſible in the way that leads to heaven; that as 
they are united in the fleſh, ſo they may likewiſe 
| I be 
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be united in the ſpirit, and raiſed and rewarded 2 
together, ar the general reſurrection "4 fr 
And, as love is the great duty, ſo it is likewiſe | _ 
the chief, happineſs of a married ſtate. I do not Ke 
mean that love whereby ſhe loves me, but that — 
wherewith I love her; for, if I myſelf have nota fel. 
eordial eſteem and affection for her, what happi- \ 
neſs will it be to me, to be beloved by her? or ra- And 


ther, what a miſery would it be to be forced to lire | 
with one I know I cannot love? As ever, there. 5 
fore, I deſire to be happy, I muſt perform my du- 


ty in this particular, and never aim at any other "ou 
end, in the choice of a wife, or expect any other 
happineſs in the enjoyment of her, but what i WF 
founded in the principle of pure and inviolable Ian 
love. If I ſhould court and marry a woman for d: 
riches, then, whenſoever they fail, or take their 2 
flight, my love and my happineſs muſt drop and by 
vaniſh together with them. If I chuſe her for H 
beauty only, I ſhall love her no longer than whik G 
that continues, which. is only till age or ſickneß or th. 
dlaſts it; then farewell, at once, both duty and de uſe o. 
bght. ; Wligenc 


But if I love her for her virtues, and for the fake 
of GOD, who has enjoined ir as a duty, that ot 
affections ſhould not be alienated, or ſeparated i 
any thing but death; then, though all the oil 
ſandy foundations fail, yet will my happineſs * 
main entire; even though I ſhould not perceive tho 
mutual returns of love, which are due from her “ 
me upon the ſime bottom. But, oh! the hapf! 
neſs of that couple, whoſe inclinations to each othe 
are as mutual as their duties; whoſe aff-Etions, # 
well as perſons, are linked together with the fant 


tye | This is the chief condition required to Al, 0 
the ſtate of matrimony happy or defirable, and Has diff 
be the chief motive, with me, to influence me ow, „ 
enter into it. For, though it be no happineſs to! y ſon” 


beloved by one I do not love; yet, it 1 certain 


— 


CHRISTIAN RE SOLUTIONS. 7¹ 
very great one to be beloved by one I do. If this, 
4 men, be my lot, to have mutual expreſſions of love 
from the perſon 1 fix my affections upon, what joy 
and comfort will 7 alte in my heart? with what 
peace and amity ſhall we live together here? and 
what glory and felicity may we not promiſe. our- 
ſelves hereafter ? _ E „ 
What is here ſaid of the duty of man in chuſing 
and loving of a wiſe, may be likewiſe applied to a 
woman's duty in chufing and loving her huſband. 
But being not ſo immediately concerned in this, I 
pals on to my next reſolution, * 


RESOLUTION in. 


Jam reſolved, by the Grace of G © D, to do my en- 
dea vour to give to GO D whatſoever Children he 
ſhall be pleaſed to give me; that as they are mine 


by Nature, they may be his by Grace. | 
| Have ſometimes wondered at the providence of 
God, in bringing ſo many millions of people out 
of the loins of one man; and cannot but make this 
Wulc of it, even to ſtir up myſelf to a double dili- 
Wligznce, in bringing up my children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lird. For who knows, but 
the falvation of ten thouſand ſouls may depend 
upon the education of one ſingle child? 
If I train up my ſon in the ways of religion, and 
Peach him what it is to keep a conſcience void of 
dfience towards God and towards man; he will 
ben not only have an inward ſenſe of his own du- 
Y, but take all poſſible care to inſtil it into others, 
yhether children or ſervants that are committed to 
Wis charge; and theſe, again, will do the ſame to 
heirs, by teaching them to walk in the ſame path; 
Ill, by degrees, the piety and holineſs of one man 
Jas diffuſed itſelf to all ſucceeding generations. But 
low, on the other hand, if I negle& the care of 
y ſon's education, and ſuffer the leproſy of = 
| | an 
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and wickedneſs to taint and corrupt him, it is great 


odds, without an extraordinary interpoſition of re. 
divine grace, but the infection may ſpread itſelf over the 
all my . er and ſo draw dewun upon me curſes To 
and accuſations of ten thouſand ſouls in hell, which not 
might otherwiſe have been praiſing and bleſſing chil 
«God for me, to all eternity, in heaven. 7 of 
Hence it is, that I am reſolved to endeavour to be the 
a ſpiritual, as well as natural father to my chil- WW 1m, 
dren.; yea, to take more care to get a portion for duty 
their fouls in heaven, than to make proviſion for he“ 
their bodies upon earth. For, if he be accounted WF Bi 
worſe than an infidel that provides not for his fa. that 
mily, the ſuſtenance of their bodies, what is he that tion 
ſuffers his family to neglect the ſalvation of their them 
fouls ? | NS 8 corre 
That nothing of this, therefore, may be laid to WW 5h . 
my charge, if ever Providence fees fit to bleſs me they u 
with children of my own, I will take effectual care, WF ing'uh 
ſo ſoon as conveniently I can, to devote them unto polſib! 
God by baptiſm ; that what guilt they have con- may n. 
tracted, by coming through my loins, may be wash: but 90 


ed away by the laver of regeneration; and then hate h 
be conſtantly ſoliciting at the throne of grace, that N ve "ip 
he who hath given them to me, would be pleaſed Bi. 
5 "aha a Tre th 
likewiſe to give himſelf to them. e 5 
The next thing to be done, as ſoon as they come 


5 | may be 
and make uſe of all means, to work the knowledge If 
/ a of 
of God into their heads, and the grace of CHRIST peneral; 
into their hearts; by teaching them to-remember Or: > 
theiriCreator ia the days of their youth ; by * 6 e 
R c . . ; . . 4 F V of t id 6 
quainting them with che duties that he that n In the h 


them expects from them; wih the rewards the 
hall have, if dutiful; and the puniſhments the 
ſhall feel, if diſobedient children; {tall accomm® 
dating my expreſſions to the ſhallow capacity 0 
their tender ycars. And, according to their doing 
or not doing, of what they have been told, oY 

122 | | 6 
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reward them with what is moſt pleaſing, or puniſh 
them with what is moſt di'pleafing to their years. 
To fpeak to them of heaven and eternal glory, will 
not encourage them fo much, as to give them their 
childiſh pleaſures and defires : And the denouncing 
of a future hell will not affright them ſo much, as 


x W the inflicting a preſent ſmart. Hence it is, that So- 
I lomon fo often inculcates this upon parents, as their 
or duty to their children, that they fhould not ſpare 


or he rod, left they ſpoil the child. | 
> WW But I muſt ſtill take care to let them underſtand, 
fa- WH that what I do is from a principle of love and affec- 
hat tion to them, not of fury and indignation againſt 
xcic them: For, by this means, God may correct me for 
correcting them: I may ſet before my children 
) 10 ſuch an example of indifcreet and ſinful paſſion, as 
me Wi chey will be apt enough to learn, without my teach- 
arc, ing hem. On the other hand, it behoves me, if® 
unto Wi poſſible, fo to order my family, that my children 
28 may not ſee or hear, and ſo not learn, any thing 
vaſh 


but goodneſs in it; for commonly, according to 
en % what we learn when we are young, we practiſe when 
chat ve are old, And, therefore, as I ſhall take great 
calcd Wi care that my children learn nothing that is evil or 
ſinful at home; ſo likewiſe, that they do not come 


come Winto ſuch company abroad, where their innocence 
lion mey be aſſaulted with ſwearing, curſing, or an 
wle0g rind of profane or obſcene diſcourſe, which the 
815” geencrality of our youth are fo obnoxious to. 

zember Or, at leaſt, it this is not wholly to be avoided, 
by 1 o prevent thoſe poiſonous weeds from taking root 
t 0 


in the heart, it behoves me to take all opportuni - 
ies of diſcourſing to them of GOD and CHRIST, 
df the Immortality of their ſouls, and the future 


* ate they are to be doomed to in another world, 
I hen they have lived a little while in this; that, 
1 ‚ | 14 "7 

1 {hk Ong ay they grow in years, they may grow in 


Pee, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
If. And when they come to years of diſcretion, 
55 capable 


* 


% 
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£0 

| Wn capable of doing farther honour and ſervice to God 
1 and their country, by ſome calling or profeſſion, I 
1 * muſt be ſure to place them in ſuch a one as may be 


no hinderance to that high avd heavenly calliag, 
which they have in Chriſt Jeſus, but rather contrt- 
bute to further and promote it; that, being like 
tender plants, engrafted into the true vine, they 
may bring much truit, to God's glory, to my com- 
fort, and their own falvation. 


RESOLUTION Iv. 


_ refolved, by the Grace of GOD, to de my Duty 
to my Servants, as well as expect they ſhould d. 
theirs to me. | > 


T was Joſhua's, and, by God's grace, it ſhall be 
my reſolution, that { and my houſe fear th 
RD. I, in the firſt place, and then my houſe; 
for, if I myſelf do not, I caunot expect that they 
ſhould. So that, for the ordering of. my family 
in general, I muſt not only preſs their duty upon 
themz. but likewiſe practiſe my own duty, in ſup: 
pPreſſing all vicious and lewd converſation, and 
compoling all ſtrife and contention amongſt them; 
in praying every day, at leaſt, twice with them; in 
catechiſing and expounding the principles of reli. 
gion to them, and in calling for an account of ever) 
ſermon and godly diſcourle they hear, either 1 
private or in public; in ſeeing that they conſtantlſ 
frequent the divine erdinances, and that they be. 
have themſelves ſo conſcientiouſly therein, that the 
may be, ſome way or other, the better by them 
And to theſe ends, I think it my duty to allow m 
| ſervants ſome time, every day, wherein to ſerie 
God, as well as to ſee they ſpend their other hou 
5 in ſerving me; and to make them ſenſible wa 
they do not ſerve me only for myſelf, but ultimate 
ly and principally in reference unto ts 15 
: | 1ervl 
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ſerving me making way for my better ſerving 


And, for this reaſon, I cannot believe, but it 58 
as great a fin to cumber my ſervants, as myſelf, 


with too much worldly buſineſs. Fer how can they 


ſpend any time in ihe ſervice of God, when I re- 
uire all their ime in my own? And, how juſtly 


 thould I be condemned, if by this means, I ſhould - 


bring them into a ſort of neceſſity of ſinning, either 
in not obeying God, or not obeying me? not that I 
think it a ſervant's duty, to neglect his Creator to 


ſerve his maſter; on the contrary, he is obliged, 


in all ' cafes, where their commands interfere, to 
obey GOD, rather than man. But where they da 
not, there is a ſtrict injunction upon all ev. 
that they ſhould be obedient to their maſters accorumng 
to the fleſh, with fear and trembling, in ſingleneſi of 
heart, as unto Chriſt, Eph. vi. 6. But how with 
fear and tremblihg ? Why, fearing left they ſhould 
offend God, in offending them, and trembling gt 
the thoughts of being diſobedient to the divine 


command, which enjoins them to be obedient to 


their maſters in all things, not anſwering aguin, 
Tit. ü. 9. that is, not repining at their maſter's 
lawful commands, not muttering againſt them, as 


ſome are apt to do: For it is as great a fin in ſer- 


rants, to ſpeak irreverently to their maſters, as in 
maſters to ſpeak paſſionately to their ſervants, 

But how are ſervants to give obedience to their 
maſters, with ſingleneſs of heart, as unto Cbriſt; why, 
by obeying them only in obedience unto Chriſt; that 


is, they are therefore to do their maſter's will, be- 


cauſe it is the Lok p's will they ſhould do it; fer- 
ving them, not with eye-fcrvice, as men pleaſ rs, but 
as the ſerumats of Cbriſt, doing the will F God from the 
heart, uit li good will doing f. rvice, as unto the LORD, 
and not to men, Eph. vi. 6, 7. Col. in. 22. This 
is the duty therefore that I thall be oft inculcating 
upon my ſervants, and ſhall oft. be reflecting upon 

7 2. | my ſelf, 
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myſelf, that what I require for my own ſervice may 


de always in ſubordination to God's, who is our 
common Lord and maſter, whoſe laws are cqually 


obliging to all ranks and conditions of men, and in 


Whole fight there is no reſpect of perſons, _ 


ſures? What greater pleaſure can they have, than 


-piofcilion of it. 


' RESOLUTION v. 


4 am reſolved, by the Grace of CD, to feed the flick © 

that God hall jet me over, with whuleſome food, n+ 

ther ftarving them by idleneſs; putjoning with errour, 
nor puffing them up wich impertiuence. | 


; AND here I cannot but declare, that ever ſince 
+ > I knew what it was to ſtudy, I have found by 
experience, that {piritual and intellectual pleaſures 
do' as far ſurpaſs thoſe that are temporal and ten- 
ſual, as the foul exceeds the body. And, tor this 
reaſon, as I always thought the ſtudy and profeſ- 
ſion of divinity to be the nobleſt and moſt agreeable 
of all others, as carrying with it its own-encourage- 
ment and reward; ſo I have often wondered with 
myſelf, that the greateſt perſons in che world ſhould 
not be deſirous and ambitious of exerciſing their 
parts in the ſtudy of this neceſſary, as well as ſub- 
lime ſcience, and.even devoting themſelves to the 
For, do they aſpire after honour! 
what greater honour can-there be, than to be the 
mouth of God to the people, and of the people 
unto God; to have the Moſt High. himſelf, not 
only to ſpeak by them, but in them too? What 


EM honour than to have commiſſion from the 


Ling of Kings, to repreſent hiqmſelf before his peo- 
ple, and call them, in bis name, to turn from the 
errour of their ways, and walk in the paths of God 
to everlaſting glory? What greater honour than 10 
be an inftrument, in his hand, to bring. poor ſouls 
from the gates of hell, to ſect them among prince. 
in the court of heayen ? Doi they chirſt after plea- 


1% 
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* to make it their buſineſs to feed themſelves and o- 
thers with the bread and water of life? 
But ſtay, my ſoul, let not thy thoughts run on- 
ly upon the dignity of thy function, and the ſpiri- 
tual pleaſures that attend the faithful diſcharge of 
it; but think likewiſe upon the ſtrict account thou 
muſt give of it in another life: The ſerious conſi - 
deration of which as it cannot but be a great com- 
fort to the true and faithful paſtor, who has dili- 
gently fed his flock with the ſincere milk of God's - 
word; ſo muſt it be a great terrour and contuſion 
to the ſlothful and negligent, the falſe and deceit- 
ful diſpenſers of the divine myſteries, who have 
either careleſsly loſt, or treacherouſly deluded the 
| ſouls of thoſe committed to their charge, which 
they muſt. one day anſwer for, as well as for their 
on. And, therefore, that nothing of this kind 
may ever be laid to my charge, I ſolemnly promiſe _ 
and reſolve, before God, ſo to demean - myſelf in 
the exerciſe of my miniſterial function, as to make 
the care of ſouls, eſpecially of thoſe committed to 
> chief ſtudy and bufineſs of my 
lite. 1 
And that, without partiality or exception: I muſt 

not ſingle out ſome of the beſt of my flock, ſuch 
as | have the higheſt reſpect for, or have received 
che greateſt obligations from; but miniſter to every 
one according to their ſeveral neceſſities. If I meet 
with men of knowledge and virtue, my buſineſs 
mult be to confirm and eſtabliſh them therein; if 
; vith thoſe that are ignorant and immoral, to teach - 
and inſtruct them in the ways of religion, and by 
all means poſſible, to reclaim and reduce them to 
the exerciſe of their duty; always remembering, - 
| that as the Bleſſed Jesvs, the great ſhepherd and 
biſhop of our ſouls, was not ſcar, ſave. umo the 
loſt ſhcep of the houſe of Iſrael, and came not to 
call the righteous, but ſinners to repentance; ſo it 
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is the indiſpenſable duty of his Apoſtles and mini. 


and infirm; and be ſure to feed them wich the {in 
cere milk of the word, ſuch as may turn to thell 
ſpiritual nouriſhment, and make them grow |! 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 83• 
viour Jesvs CHKisT. I will not fill their heads 
with ſpeculative notions and niceties in divinity; 
(which, among the leſs judicious, are very oftel 


the occaſion of hereſy and errour, and 3 
a | ; 


ſters, (and by the grace of God, I ſhall make it 2 

mine) to follow his example in this particular; to 

ſpare no time nor pains in the reformation of fin- 1 

ners, though it be never ſo irkſome and difficult to ˖ 
accompliſh ; even though I ſhould meet with ſuch 

as the prophet David ſpeaks of, who hate to be re. | 

formed, and caſt my words behind them. And, there. ; 

fore as I know it is my duty, fo I fhall always L 

endeavour to take pleaſure in the ſeveral offices! - 

perform of this kind, to ſtrengthen the weak, heal 4 

the wounded, and bind up the broken heart; w Wl þ 

call in thoſe that err and go aſtray, and ſeek and 

ſave them that are loſt. | te 

Io theſe ends, though preaching is without * 

doubt, a moſt excellent and uſeful, as well as ne- 5 

ceſſary duty, (eſpecially if it be performed, as it pl 

"ought, with zeal and reverence, and the doctrine W 

: applied and preſſcd home, with. ſincerity of affec- As 
4 tion) yet, I ſhall not think it ſufficient to ioſtrut th 
oj my people only from the pulpit, but take all oppor- P1 
th tunities to inſtil good thoughts and principles into ar 
1 their minds in my private copverſation. I knowit w! 
al is impoſſible for all miniſters frequently to viſit & m 
j very particular perſon or family in their pariſh, gi 
i there being in fome pariſhes, eſpecially in and 4. 0 
1 bout London, ſo many thouſands of fouls: But, jo) 
1 howſoever, if it ſhould pleaſe the Lord to call me ga 
gt to ſuch a flock, though I cannot viſit all, I thal Ki. 
le wiſit as many as I can; eſpecially thoſe that are fic 60 
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allo of deluſion and diſtraction:) But my chief 
care ſhall be to inftru&t them in thoſe neceflary 


truths which their Chriſtian faith indiſpenſably ob- 
liges them to know and believe, and preſs them to 
the performance of thoſe duties, without which 
they cannot be ſaved; meekly and impartially re- 

proving the particular vices they are moſt inclined © - 


and addicted to,. and cheerfully encouraging and 


improving whatever virtuous actions they are, any 
of them, exemplary in, and whatever good habits 
and inclinations the divine graee has put into their 


| hearts, | 


And ſince love and charity is the great charac- 
teriſtic of our profeſſion, the bond and cement of 
all other Chriſtian duties, in order to make my mi- 
niſtry the more ſucceſsful, I reſolve, in the laſt 
place, not only to avoid all differences and diſputes 
with them myſelf, but amicably to compoſe all ſuch: 
as may ariſe among the neighbours. Iu a word, [ 
hall make it my endeavcur, in all things, ſo to ap- 
prove myſelf as a faithful miniſter, both in life 
and doctrine before them, that at the laſt day, 
when the great God ſhall call for my pariſh, and 
mylelt tio appear betore him, 1 may be prepared to 
give an account of both; at leaſt, to anſwer for 
as many of them as he requires; and may, with 
joy and comfort, pronounce this ſentence of m 

Saviour, if it may, without offence, be applied to 
his miniſters, behold I, and the children which thou 


buſt given me. 
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CO 


RESOLUTION! vr. 


Zam reſolved, by. the Grace: of. GOD, to be as Er 
ful, and conſtant to my Friend, as I would bave my. 
Friend to be faithful and conſtant to me. 


Hing before reſolved to be zealous in loving 
God, I here reſolve to be as conſtant in loving: 
my friend. But why do ] reſolve upon this? 1g 


it poſſible to live and not to love! ? This to me 


ſeems as plain a contradiction, as to live and not to 


live. For love, in my opinion, is as much the life 


of the ſoul, as the ſoul is the life of the body. 80 
that, for my own part, I ſhall expect to ceaſe to 
live, at the very moment that J ceaſe to love; nay, 
I do not look upon love only as my life, but as the 


joy, and comfort of it too. And for this reaſon; 


I * ſhall never envy any man for his riches, plea · 
fares, or preferments, provided that I can but en- 
Joy the perſons my ſoul delights in, viz. CHRIST in 
rhe firſt place, and my. friend and neighbour in the. 


ſecond. 


But then I muſt have a great rare; where, and 


how, I place this affection; for if J place it wrong, 


my very loving will be ſinning. And therefore, I 
ſhall always endeavour to make ſuch only my 
friends, as are friends to God, Not that I look upon 
it as neceſſary to love my friends always under that 


notion only as they are friends of God; for then, 


no love but that which is fpiritual would be lawful; 
whereas there is, doubtleſs, a natural love, that is 
no leſs a duty, and by conſequence, no leſs law ful, 
than the other; as, the love of parents towards 
their children, and children towards their parents; 
and the mutual complacency that ariſes betwixt 
friends, as well as relations, from the harmony! 
and agreement of humours and tempers. Thus 
our Saviour is ſaid to have loved St. John more 


chan any of his other diſciples, which cannot be 
underſtood 
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CHRISTIAN RESOLUTIONS, 81 
under ſtood of ſpiritual love; for this, undoubted- 
ly, was equal to all; but being a man ſubject to 
the like paſſions (though not imperfections) as we 
are, He placed more natural affection upon, and 
might have more natural complacency in John, 
than in his other diſciples. „ 

And, therefore, when I ſay, I am to make ſuch 
my friends only, as are friends to God, my mean- 
ing is, that I will make none my friends, but ſuch 
as I know to be good men, and good Chriſtians, 
ſuch as deſerve my love ia a ipiritual as well as a 


friend in both theſe ſenſes, the one is ſo far from 


of my friend is always to be preferred before that 
S which is temporal, I am reſolved to found the one 
upon the other: 1 will always be ready. as oft as he 
ſtands in need, either of advice, encouragement, 


cate his character from ſecret aſperſions, and de- 


e, 1 to him, as well as in keeping the ſecrets he has in- 

m ; truſted me with. But all theſe things are to be 

ben done with a tender regard to the honour of God, 

. and the duties of religion; ſo that the ſervices I do 
9 


him in his temporal concerns, muſt be ſtill conſiſt- 


5 principaliy obliged to manifeſt my friendſhip to- 
ard i wards him. If ] ſee him wander out of the right 
wm way, I muſt immediately take care to advertiſe him 


| of it, and uſe the beſt means I can to bring him 
back to it. Or if I know him to be guilty of any 


— 


natural ſenſe ; and fince I may lawfully love my | 


being excluſive, that it is really perfective of the 
other. And for this reaſon, as the ſpiritual good 


or afliſtance, to do him all the kind offices | can in 
his wordly affairs, to promote his intereſt; vindi- 


fend his perſon from open aſſaults : To be faithful 
and punctual in the performance of my promiſes - 


ent with, and ſubſervient to, the ſpiritual intereſt 
and welfare of his immortal ſoul, in which I am- 


1 reigning vices, I muſt endeavour to convince him 
Jof the danger and malignity of them, and im- 
ertune and perſuade him to amend and forſake 
| 1 them. 
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2 © CHRISTIAN RESOLUTIONS: | 
them. And laſtly, I muſt be as cooftant in keep. 
ing my friend, as cautious in. chuſing him, ftil 


continuing the heat of my affections towards him, 


in the day of his affliction, as well as in the height 


of his proſperity 


Theſe are the rules, whereby I reſolve to ex- 
preſs my friendittip unto others, and whereby! 


would have others to expreſs their friendſhip unto 


Me. , | 


* 


Concerning my TALENTS, 


TAVING:. fo ſolemnly devoted myſelf to God, 
T according to the covenant he hath made with 
me, and the duty I owe to him; not only what] 
am, and what I do, but likewiſe what 1 have, 
ought ſtill to be improved for him. And this! 
am bound to, not only upon a federal, but even a 


natural account; for wharſoever I have, I received 


from him, and therefore, all the reafon in the 


world whatſoever I have, fhould be improved for 


him. For, I look upon myfclf, as having no o- 


ther propriety in what I enjoy, than a ſervant hath: 


in what he is intruſted with to improve for his ma: 


ſter's uſe: Thus, though I ſhould have ten thou Wil 


ſand pounds a year, I thould have no-more of 1 
own, than if | had but two-pence in all the world. 
For it is only committed to my care for a ſeaſon, 
to be employed and improved to the beſt advan- 
tage, and will be called for again at the grand Au 


dit, when I muſt anſwer for the. uſe or abuſe of it; 


ſo that, whatſoever in a civil ſenſe I can call m 
own, that, in a ſpiritual: fenſe, I muſt eſteem a 
God's. And therefore it nearly concerns me, 10 
manage all the talents J am entruſted with, ® 
things I muſt give a ſtrict account for at the day 0 
judgement. As God beſtows his mercies wp 0 
TT | 'hrough 


jo 4 
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fin MW through the greatneſs of his love nd aff-Ction, ſo 
um, I am to reſtore his mercies back again to him, by 
igt the holineſs ot my life and converſation. In a 
| word, whatever I receive from bis bounty, I muſt, 
ex: W fomcway or other, lay out for his glory; account- 
dy! ing nothing mine own, any farther than as I im- 
unto. prove it, for God's ſake, and the ſpiritual comfort 
of my foul. | | 


In order to this. I ſhall ſhall make it my endea- 


L 


the following reſolutions : | 


RESOLUTION I. 


with | 7 5 | 

| ufing a double Diligence for the future, to employ 
bat! and improve all Gifts and Endowments, both of 
er Body and Mind, to the Glory and. Service of my 


great Creator, 


Ven a | | : | 

ceived TDI. health, and parts, are three precious ta- 
in the lents, generally beſtowed upon mea, but ſel- 
ed for dom improved for God. To go no farther than my- 
no 0- ſelt, how much time and health have I enjoyed, by 
t hath WW God's grace? And how little have I laid out for 
is ma-: his honour ? On the contrary, how oft have I of- 
 thou- WW tended, affronted, and provoked him, even when 
of m7 he has been courting me with his favours, and dai- 
world. ! pouring forth his benefits upon me? This, alas! 


ſeaſon, 


advan WW upon, I cannot but acknowledge the continuance 


1d Au; of my life as the greateſt inſtance of God's mercy 
e of it; and goodneſs, as well as the greateſt motive to my 
all. m bratitude and obedience. In a due ſenſe therefore, 
deem 5 WW of the vanities and follies of my younger years, I. 
me, io defire to take ſhame to myſelf for what is paſt, ard 
ich, * do this morning humbly proſtrate myſelf before 
day ot WW the throne of Grace, to implore God's pardon, 


and to make ſolemn promiſes and reſolutions, for 
the future to caſt off the works of darkneſs, and 
| | NS to 


your, by the bleſfing of God, to put in practice 


God, an reſolved, if poſſible, to redeem my Time paſt, by 


3s a ſad truth, which whenſoever I ſeriouſly reflect : 


— — ——— 


= * : \ 
5 — 
W 


By ' CHRISTIAN RE SOLUTION. 
to put on the armour of light, and not only fo, but 
to redeem the precious minutes I have ſquandered 
away, by huſbanding thoſe that remain, to the beſt 
advantage. I will not trifle and fin away my time 
in the pleaſures of ſenſe, or the impertinencies of 
buſineſs, but ſhall always employ it in things that 
are neceffary and uſeful, and proportion it to the 
weight and importance of the work or buſineſs ! 
engage myſelf in; allotting ſuch a part of it for 
this buſineſs, and ſuch a part for that, ſo as to leave 
no intervals for unlawful, or unneceſſary actions 
to thruſt themſelves in, and pollute my life and 
W 5 | 
For, fince it has pleaſed God to favour me with 
the blefling of health, and J am not certain how 
ſoon I may. be deprived of it, and thrown upon a 
bed of ſickneſs, which may deprive me of the uſe 
of my reaſon, or make me incapable of any thing 
elſe, but grappling with my diſtemper ; it highly 
concerns me to make a due uſe of this blefling, 
while I *have it; to improve theſe parts and gitts 
that God has endowed me with, to the manifeſta- 
tion of his glory, the ſalvation of my ſoul, and the 
public good of the community whereof I am a 
member. LS y 5 
To theſe ends, it will be requiſite for me fre. 
quently to confider with myſelf, which way my 
weak parts may be the moſt uſefully employed, and 
to bend them to thoſe ſtudies ' and actions, which 
they are naturally the moſt inclined to, and delighted 
in, with the utmoſt vigour and application ; more 
particularly in ſpiritual matters, to make uſe of 
all opportunities for the convincing others of God's 
Move to them, and their fins againſt God; of their 
miſery by nature, and happineſs by CHR 187, and 
when the truth of God happens to be any ways 
traduced or oppoſed, to be as valiant in the defence 
of it, as its enemies are violent in their aflaults 2: 


gainſt it. And as I thus rcfolve to employ wy ” | 


* 


Wal 
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"il ward gifts and faculties for the glory and ſervice of 
1 God 8, To E 
| i, e 
dest Jam reſolved, by the divine Grace, to employ my 
Riches, the outward Bleſſings of Providence, to the 
ſame End; and to obſerve ſuch a due Medium in the 
diſpenſing of them, as to avoid Prodigality on the 

ene Hand, and Coveteuſneſs on the other. 
HIS, without doubt, is a neceſſary reſolution, 
- but it is likewiſe very difficult to put in prac- 
tice, without a careful obſervance of the following 

Fo | | | 

Firſt, never to laviſh out my ſubſtance, like the 
prodigal, in the revels of fin and vanity ; but, af- 
ter a due proviſion for the neceſſities and conve- 
niencies of life, to lay up the overplus for acts of 
love and charity towards my indigent brethren. I 
muſt conſider the uſes and ends for which God has 

| entruſted me with ſuch and ſuch poſſeſſions; that 
| they were not given me for the pampering my bo- 
| dy, the feeding my luſts, or puffing me up with 
pride and ambition; but for advancing his glory, 
and my own, and the public good. But why do I 
| lay given? When, as I before obſerved, | have no 
propriety in the riches I poſſeſs : They are only 
lent me for a few years to be diſpenſed and diftri- 
| buted, as my great Lord and Maſter ſees fit to ap- 
point, viz, for the benefit of the poor and neceſſi- 
tous, which he has made his deputies, to call for 
and receive his money at my hands. And this, 
indeed, is the beſt uſe I can put it to, for my own 
| advantage as well as theirs: For the money I be- 
ſtow upon the poor, I give to God to lay up for 
me, and J have his infallible word and promiſe for 
it, that it ſhall be paid me again with unlimited in- 
| tereſt out of his heavenly treaſury, which is infinite, 
cternal, and inexhauſtible. Hence it is, that when- 
ſoever I ſee any fit object of charity, methinks I 
hear the Moſt High ſay unto me, give this poor 
IS - brother 
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brother ſo much of my ſtock, which thou haſt in 
thy hand, and J will place it to thy account, as gi. 
ven to myſelf; and, Lock ubat thou layeſt cut, and 


where it can be better ſpear. And this will oblige 
me, whenſoever any occaſion offers, of laying out 
money, confiderately to weigh the circumſtances of 


or, if at any time, I find more reaſon to ſpare, I 
muſt not dare to ſpend it ; ſtill remembering, that 
as I am ſtrictly to account for the money GOD hs; 


ving, or boarding it up, nor profuſe in throwing 


60D, or my own carnal humour and- appetite. 
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ing ? If this be only to ſatisfy the neceſſities of na 


9 , 
- 


it ſhall be paid thee again. 795 | 
The fecond rule is, never to ſpend a penny 
where it can be better ſpared; nor to ſpare it, 


it, and according as the matter, upon mature deli 
beration, requires, I muſt not grudze to ſpend it; 


given me, ſo 1 ought neither to be covetous in ſa- 


it away, without a juft occaſion. The main thing 
to be regarded, is, the end I propoſe to myſelf in 
my expences, whether it be really the glory ef 


For inſtance, if I lay out my money in cloathing 
my body, the queſtion muſt be, whether I do thi 
only for warmth and decency, or to gratify my 
pride and vanity ? If the former, my money is bei. 
ter ſpent ; if the latter, it is better ſpared than 
ſpent: Again, do J lay it out in eating and drink- 


ture, and make my life more eaſy and comfortable, 
it is, without doubt, very well ſpent ; but if it be 
to feed my luxury and intemperance, it is much 
better ſpared ; better for my ſoul ia keeping it from 
fin, and better for my body in preſerving it fron 
ſickneſs; and this rule is the more ſtrictly to be 
obſerved, becauſe it is as great a fault in a fervant 
not to lay out his maſter's money when he ſhould, 
as to lay it out when he ſhould not. 
In order, therefore, to avoid both theſe ex- 
tremes, there is a third rule to be obſerved under 
this reſolution ; and that is, to keep a particu 
N accoun 


maſter's joy. 
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account of all my receipts and diſburſements, to 
ſet down in a book every penny I receive at the 
hands of the Almighty, and every penny I lay out 
for his honour and ſervice. By this means I ſhall 
be, in a manner, {forced both to get my money 
lawfully, and to lay it out carefully: But how can 
] put that amongſt the money I have received from 
God, which I have got by unlawful means? Cer- 
tainly, ſuch money I may rather account as recei- 
ved from the devil for his uſe, than rom God, for 
his. And ſo muſt I either lay every penny out for 


God, or otherwiſe I ſhall not know where to ſet it 


down, for I muſt ſet down nothing but what I lay 
out for his uſe; and if it be not for his uſe, with 
what face can LI ſay it was? And, by this means 
alſo, when God ſhall be pleaſed to call me to an 


account for hat I received from him, I may with + 


comfort appear before him; and having improved 
the talents he had committed to my charge, I may 
be received into his heavenly kingdom, with a 200 
dane good and faithful ſervant, enter thou into thy 


* 
— 


R ESO PT I ON NM. 
Tam refolved, by the Grace of GOD, to improue 
the Authority E gives me ever others, to the 


ſuppreſſian of Vice, and the encouragement of 


virtue: And fo for the exaltatisn of G:d's Name en 
Earth, and their Souls in Heaven. 
HAT all power and authority hath its origi- 
nal from God, and that one creature is not 
Over another, but by the providence and will of 
bim, who is over all; and fo, by conizquence, that 
al the anthority we have over men, is to be im- 
proved for God. is clear, not only from that que- 


| fon, Who made thee to differ from ancther ? and, 


what haſt thou, which tbou didſt not receive? 1 Cor. 
2 but likewiſe, and t!wt more clearly, from that 
politive aſſertion, the powers that be, are erdained 
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my commifſſion, I muft adhere to my preſent reſulu- 


tion, even in all the power God gives me, to be- 


have myſelf as one inveſted with that power from 
above to reftrain vice and encourage virtue, as oft 
as I have an opportunity ſo to do, always lock. 
ing upon myſelf, as one commiſſioned by him, and 
acting under him. For this reaſon, I muſt till en- 
deavour to exerciſe my authority; as if the moſt high 
God was in my place in perſon, as well as power, 
I muſt not follow the dictates of my own carnal 


_ reaſon, much leſs the humours of my own biaſſed 


paſſion, but ſtill keep to the acts which God himſelf 
hath made either in the general ſtatute- book for 
all the world, the holy ſcriptures, or in the parti- 
cular laws and ſtatutes of the nation wherein I live. 

And queſtionleſs, if 1 diſcarge this duty as ! 
ought, whatever ſphere of authority J move in, 1 
am capable of doing a great deal of good, not only 
dy my power, but by my influence and example. 


For common experience teaches us, that even the, 


inclinations and deſires of thoſe that are eminent 
for their quality or ſtation, are more powerful than 
the very commands of God himſelf; eſpecially 
among perſons of an inferior rank, and more 
ſervile diſpoſition, who are apt to be more wrought 
upon by the fear of prefent puniſhment, or the 
loſs of ſome temporal advantage, than any thisg 
that is future ot ſpiritual. Hence it is, that all 
thoſe whom God entruſteth with this precious talent, 
have a great advantage and opportunity ia thelr 
band, for the ſuppreſſing ſin, and the exalting ho- 
lineſs in the world: A word from their mouths 
againſt whoredom, drunkenneſs, and the prota: 
nation of the Sabbath, or the like; yea, their ver 
example, and filent geſtures, being able to do more 
than the threatenings of Almighty God, either 


pronounced by himſelf in bis word, or by his mi. 


niſters in his holy ordinances. 
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This, therefore, is my reſolution, that whatſo- 


ever authority the Moſt High, God ſhall be pleaſed 


to put upon me, I will look upon it as my duty. 
and always make it my endeavour to demoliſh the 


kingdom of ſin and Satan, and eſtabliſh that of. 


CurIsT and holineſs, in the hearts of all thoſe to 


whom my commiſſion: extends; looking more at 


the duty God expects from me, than at the dignity 


he confers upon me. In a word, I will ſo exerciſe 


the power and authority God puts into. my hand 


here, that when the particular circuit of my lite is 


ended, and 1 ſhall be brought to the general aſſize 
to give an account of this among my other talents, : 


I may give it up with joy; and fo exchange my 


temporal authority upon earth, for an eternal 


crown of glory in heaven. 858565 
RESOLUTION IV: 
am reſolved, by the Grace of GOD, to improve 


the Aﬀettiens God flirs up in others towards me, 


to = Airring up of their AfeSions tcward: 
God. | "= V 
FF the authority I have over others, then queſtio””, 

leſs, the affection others have to me, is to be 
improved for God; and that becauſe the affection 


they bear to me in a natural ſenſe hath a kind ot 


authority in me over them in a ſpiritual one. And 
this I gather from my own experience ; for I find 
none to have-a greater command over me, than 


they that manifeſt the greateſt affection for me. 


Indeed, it is a truth generally agreed on, that a rel 
and fincere efteem for any perſon, is always at- 
tended with a fear of diſplealing that perſon ; ands 
where there is fear in the ſubject, there will, 
doubtleſs, be authority in the object ; becauſe fear 
s the ground of autbority, as love is, or ought to 
de, the ground of that fear. The greateſt poten- 
ate, if not feared, will not be obeyed ; if his ſub- 
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jects ſtand in no awe of him, he can never ſtrike 


any awe upon them. Nor will that awe have its 
proper effects in curbing and reſtraining them from 


in and diſobedience, unlefs it proceeds from, and 
is joined with love. ET 


Iknow the Scripture tells me, There is no fear 


in love, but that perfect love caſteth out fear, 
1 John iv. 18. But chat is to be underſtood 
_ of our love to God, not to man, and that a perfect 


love too. In heaven, I know, our love will be con- 


ſummate without mixture, as well as without defect; 


there, there will be a perfect expreſſion of love 


on both ſides, and ſo no fear of diſpleaſure on ei- 


ther. But this is a happineſs which is not to be 
expected here on earth ; ſo long as we are clothed 
with fleſh and blood, we fhall in ene degree or o- 


ther be ſtill under the influence of our paſſions and 


affections. And therefore, as there is no perſon 
we can love upon earth, but who may ſometimes 
fee occaſion to be diſpleaſed with us; ſo he 
will always, upon this account, be feared by us. 
This I look upon as the chief occaſion of one 
man's having ſ& much power and influence over 
another, | e . 
But how comes this under the notion of a talent 
received from God, and ſo to be improved for 
bim? Why, becauſe it is he, and he alone, that 
kindles and blows up the fparks of pure love 
and affection in us, and that by the breathings of 
his own ſpirit. It was the Lord that gave Joſeph 
favour in the ſight of the keeper of the priſon, 
Gen. xxxix. 21. And who brought Daniel into 
favour and tender love with the prince of the eu- 
muchs, Dan. 1 9. | 
world : For we zre told elſewhere, that as God 
faſhioneth the hearts of men, ſo he turneth them 
which way ſoever he will: Inſomuch that I can 


never fee any expreſs their love to me, but I muſt 
expreſs my chankſtlneſs to God for it; nor _ 
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feel in myſelf any warmth of affection towards o- 

thers, without conſidering it as a talent hid in my 
ö breaſt, which I am obliged in duty to improve for 
5 kim by ſtirring up their affections uato him, whoſe 
affections himſelf hath ſtirred up towards me. And 
this will be the more eaſy to effect, if I take care, 


my own love to God, by making him the chief 
object of my eſteem and adoration, and manifeſt 
my averſion to the fins they are guilty of, by repre · 


cver there is a true and cordial affection to any 
perſon, it is apt to biaſs thoſe that are under the 


love or averfion, that ſuch a perſon does, f. e. to 
love what he loves, and to hate what he hates. 
This, therefore, is the firft thing to be done, to 
fiir up the affections of others to love and ſerve 

Another way of my improving the affections 
of others to this end, is by ſetting them a good ex- 
| ample ; for commonly what a friend doth, be it 
good or bad, is pleaſing to us, becauſe we look not 
atthe goodneſs of the thing that is done, but at 


whenſoever I perceive any perſon to ſhew a reſpect 
it as an opportunity put into my hands to ſerve and 
call from heaven, as much as if I heard the Al- 


me, and therefore have I made him to love thee ;; 
do thou but ſet before him an example of goodneſs 


induce and engage him to direct his actions ac- 
cording to it. This therefore, is the rule that I 
> 3 | Po Lully 


in the firſt place, to expreſs the zeal and fincerity of 


ſenting them as moſt loathſome and abominable, as 
well as moſt dangerous and damnable. For, wkere- 


influence of ir, to chuſe the ſame objects for their 


the lovelineſs of the perſon that doth it. And if 
the vices of a friend ſeem amiable, how much more 
will their virtues ſhine ? for this reaſon, therefore, 
tor, or affection to me, I fhall always look upon. 


| glorify my great Creator, and ſhalllook upon it as a 


mighty ſay to me, I defire to have this perſon love 


and virtue, and his love to thy perfon ſhall. 
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fully reſolve to guide myſelf by, with relation to 


eſteem and affeQion, which I hope to improve to 
their advantage in the end: That as they love me, 
and I love them now, fo we may all love God, and 


God love us to all eternity. 


„„ e eren -V; 

am reſolved, by the Grace of God, to improve every 
good Thought to the producing of good Aﬀettions in 
myſelf, and as good Attions with reſpett to Cod. 


WW Hatſoever comes from Gog, being a talent to 


de improved to him, I cannot but think 
good thoughts to be as precious talents, as it is 


paſſible a creature can be bleſſed with. But let me 


efteem them as. I will, I am ſure my Maſter 
will reckon them amongſt the talents he entruſts 
me with, and will call me to an account for them; 
and therefore I ought not to negle& them, The 
Scripture tells me, I am not ſufficient of my ſelf ts 
think- any thing, as of myſelf, but that my ſufficiency 


is of God, 2 Cor. iii. 5. And if I be not ſufficient 


to think any thing, much leſs am I able of 
myfelf to think of that which is good ;. foraſmuch 
as to good thoughts there muſt always be ſuppolcd 


a ſpecial concurrence of God's Spirit; whereas to 


other thoughts there is only the general-concur- 
rence of his preſence. Seeing therefore, they come 
from God, how muſt I lay them out for him 


Why, by ſublimating good thoughts into good 


æffections. Does God vouchſafe to ſend down into 
my heart a thought of himſelf? I am to ſend up 
this thought to him again, in the fiery chariot of 


love, defire, and joy. Doth he dart into my ſoul a 


thought of holineſs and purity ? I am to dwell and 
meditate upon it, till it break out into a flame of 
love and affection. for him. Doth he raiſe up in 
my {pirit a thought of fin, and ſhew me the ae 
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neſs and deformity of it? I muſt let it work its de- 
fired- effect, by making it as loathſome and de- 


teſtable as that thought repreſents i it to be. 


But good thoughts muſt not only be improved to 
produce affections in my heart, but likewiſe good 
actions in my life. So chat the thoughts of God 
ſhould not only make me more taken with his 
beauty, bur more active for his glory; and the 
thoughts of fin ſhould not only damp my affection 
to it, but likewiſe. deter and reſtrain me from the 


commiſſion of it. 


And thus every good thought that God puts in- 
to my heart, inſtead of ſlipping out, as it does with 
ſome others without regard, will be cheriſhed and 
improved to the producing of good actions: theſe 
actions will intitle me to the bleſſings of God, _ 
that to the kingdom of glory. 5 


RESOLUTION VT. 


Tam reſolved, Ly the Grace of GOD, to improve e. 


very Aiction Cod lays upon me, as an Ear neſt r 

| Tthen of his Affection tewards mas © 
EVr &Y thing that flows from God to his ſervants, 
coming under the notion of talents, to be im- 
proved for himſelf, I am ſure afflictions, as well as 


other mercies, muſt needs be reckoned amongſt 


thoſe talents God is pleaſed to vouchſafe. inde | 
it is a talent, without which 1 ſhould be apt to for- 
get the improvement of all the reſt ; and which, if 
well improved, itfelf will 0 4. cit for me a far more 
excecdirg and eter nal weight of glory, 2 Cor. iv. 7. 
lis the non-improvement of an aflfliftion that 
makes ic a curſe; whereas, if improved, 'tis as. 
great a blefling as any God is pleaſed to fatter 
amongſt the children of men, And theefere 1 it is, 
that God moſt frequently entruſteth this precious 
talent with his own peculiar people; Tow. only have 


t known of all the families of the. earth; ; there- 
ora 
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fore will I puni/ſE-you for your iniquities, Amos iii. 2. 
'Thoſe that God knows the beft, with them will he 
entruſt the ' moſt, if not of other talents, yet be 


ſure of this, which is ſo uſeful and neceſſary to 


bring us to the knowledge of ourſelves and our Crea - 
tor. that without it we ſhould be apt to forget both. 
It is this that ſhews us the toliy and pride of 
preſumption, as well as the vanity and emp: 
tineſs of all worldly enjoyments, and deters us from 
incenfing and provoking him, from whom all our 


happineſs, as well as our afflictions, flow: Let there- 


fore, what croſſes or calamities ſoever befal me, I 
am ſtill reſolved to bear them all, not only with a 
patient reſignation to the divine will, but even to 
comfort and rejoice myſelf in them, as the greateſt 
bleſſings. For inftance, am I ſeized with pain and 
fickneſs ? I ſhall look upon it as a meſſage from 
God, ſent on purpoſe te put me in mind of death, 


and to convince me of the neceſſity of being al- 


ways prepared for it by a good life, which a ſtate 
of uninterrupted health is apt to make us unmind- 
ful of. Do I ſuſtain any loſſes or croſſes? The 


true uſe of this is, to mans 52 ſenſible of the 


ficklenefs and inconſtancy of this world's ble ings, 
which we can no ſooner caſt our eye upon, but they 
immediately take to themſclves wings, and fly away 
from us. And fo, all other afffictions God ſees 
fit to lay upon me, may, in like manner be, ſome 
way or other, improved for my happineſs, 

Bot, befidcs the particular improvements of par. 


ticular chaſtiſements, the general improvement of all 


is the increaſing of my love and affection to that 
God, who brings theſe afflictions upon me. For 
how runs the mittimus, whereby he is pleaſed to 
ſend me to the dungeon of afflictions? Deliver 


fuch a one to Satan te be buffetted in the fleſh ; that 


the ſpirit may be ſaved in the day cf the Lord Jeſu, 
1 Cor. v. 5, By this it appears, that the furnace 
of afflictions, which God is pleaſed at any . 

e thro 


/ 
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throw me into, is not heated at the fire of his wrath. 
but at the flames of his affection to me. The con- 
ſideration whereof, as it ſhould more inflame my 
love to him, ſo ſhall it likewiſe engage me to ex- 
preſs a greater degree of gratitude towards him, 
when he fingles me out, not only to ſuffer from 
him, but-for him too. For this is an honour in- 


deed peculiar to the ſaints of God, which if he 


ſhould be pleaſed ever to prefer me to, I ſhall look 
upon it as upon other afflictions, to be improved 
for his glory, the good of others, and the everlaſt- 


ing comfort of my own ſoul, | 


Thus have I reckoned up the talents God hath, 


or may put into my hand, to be improved for his 


glory. May the ſame divine being that entruſt- 
me with them, and inſpired me with theſe 
good reſolutions concerning them, enable me, by 
his grace, to make a due uſe of them, and care- 
fully to put in practice what I have thus religiouſly 
reſolved upon. N 55 

There are ſome other mercies, which might be 
ſet down in the catalogue of talents, as the graces 
and motions of God's holy ſpirit, and the uſe of 
his holy ordinances, under the miniſtry of the goſ- 
del; but theſe being included and inſiſted on, under 
ereral of the foregoing heads, will not require a 
diſtinft conſideration. l | 
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